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THE CHANGING SEASONS 
A Summary of the Nesting Season 


Ludlow Griscom 


The Northeast had an exceedingly hot and dry 
summer, especially along the coast, with the length 
of the drought period decreasing northward and 
inland. Southward along the Atlantic seaboard the 
heat accumulation declined to normal in the south- 
ern states. ‘The central states report heavy rains in 
July, from extreme western Florida and the Appa- 
lachians to the Great Plains. This rainy period 


began in southern Texas and Lousiana a month 
earlier, and was markedly local and spotty north- 
ward. From the Rocky Mountains to the Pacific 


Coast more nearly normal conditions prevailed. 

The evidence would appear conclusive that a 
warm, dry period makes for a very successful breed- 
ing season for all land birds and many water birds 
in most of the country. It is protracted cold rains, 
gales and floods that do damage to most birds. 
California is the great illustration of a marginal 
climate as regards precipitation, often stressed in 
these summaries. Dr. Linsdale reports some recov- 
erv from the severe winter, but little recovery from 
the effects of recent dry years, as shown by few 
second broods, caused by lack of food. . 

Professor Williams makes the most interesting 
generalization for southern Texas. Here the water 
and marsh birds which nest early (April) need rain 
or the marshes dry up and the food disappears. 
They got it this year and had a superlative season. 
Similarly the early land birds require rain for 
luxuriant vegetation and insect food, and they, 
too, had a superlative season. The late nesting 
water birds (May and June) did not do well be- 
cause of drought conditions. The land _ birds 
rested during this period, failing to produce second 
broods, but many did so with rain in July, provid- 
ing some evidence of a basis for gonadal stimulation 
other than the accepted ones of rising temperature 
and increasing daylight. As a further generalization 
the southeastern coastal refuges, and many of those 
in the West, report a most successful breeding sea- 
son. 

Shearwaters and petrels—Normal numbers off 
the Pacific Coast. A marked coastal invasion to 
Massachusetts waters, the greater more numerous 
than ever previously recorded and greatly outnum- 
bering the Cory’s. Wilson’s petrel in smaller num- 
bers than usual. 

Southern herons.—Mostly a very good nesting sea- 
son. As a breeding bird the Am. egret is increas- 
ing in Illinois, Wisconsin and Minnesota. The 
snowy egret nested on Long Island, N. Y., for the 
first time in 75 years. The northward flight does 
not compare with last year’s invasion, but to date 
would appear to be average or locally even good. 
In much of the Northeast the drought effectually 
prevented any great local gatherings. 


Waterfowl.—Nesting geese would appear to have 
done fairly well in many of the refuges. The ducks 
did well on the whole. In the East, the increase 
of the “western” ducks continues apace, both teal 
and the pintail having done well; and the gadwall 
increased on Long Island, New Jersey, and North 
Carolina. The shoveller nested in New Brunswick, 
and there were scattered records of summer ring- 
necks in many parts of the Northeast. The wood 
ducks increased in many sections, and one limiting 
factor is unquestionably lack of suitable nesting 
sites. Every year reports reach me of “communal” 
boxes containing up to 40 eggs. Very curious is the 
behavior of the hooded merganser, now steadily in- 
creasing in the East as a breeding bird (this year 
Massachusetts, New Jersey, Lousiana). It is appar- 
ently partially “parasitic” on the wood duck, laying 
an egg or two in a box containing a lot of wood 
duck eggs. In most cases no one has laid eyes on 
a hooded merganser in the vicinity, and the out- 
come of the mixed clutch is unknown. In only 
one case known to me was the merganser brooding 
a mixed clutch. There is here a fascinating life 
history research problem. Dr. Gammell writes of 
substantial losses of duck eggs and young due to 
mowing by machinery in fields adjacent to Dakota 
refuges. 

Hawks.—Local increases of nesting hawks in va- 
rious parts of the country are believed due to good 
rodent cycles. 

Rails—The proved nesting of the yellow rail in 
New Brunswick is a notable event. In the East 
this group of birds is hard pressed by civilization 
in the form of drainage and drought. 

Game_ birds.—At last it begins to look as if a 
favorable cycle was starting in various parts of the 
East. Many observers report an increase in bob- 
white, grouse and turkeys. 

Terns and gulls.—Continue to increase and ex- 
tend their ranges apace. Notable the increase of 
black terns in Vermont and Maine, and the return 
of Forster’s tern to Wisconsin. The southern terns 
are gradually moving northward, with an annual 
increase of records of wanderers still further north- 
ward. Note the royal tern in Maryland and Massa- 
chusetts; the gull-billed in New Jersey, Massachu- 
setts, and Maine. 

Land birds.——Of primary interest are more nest- 
ing records of the evening grosbeak in the North- 


east (Quebec, northern Maine, northern New 
York). The great boom in three rare eastern 
warblers, the Tennessee, Cape May and_bay- 


breasted, not only continues apace, but is being ex- 
plained. A few years ago they were discovered 
nesting commonly in Ontario, correlated with a 
spruce budworm outbreak. Formerly very rare in 
the fall in most of the Northeast, they have be- 
come common transients in latter years to every- 
body’s astonishment. Now comes a report from 
Aldrich and Stewart that they are nesting com- 
monly or abundantly at Fort Kent in extreme 
northern interior Maine. 

The boom in southern land birds increasing and 


moving north continues. Note the barn owl 
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(northeastern Massachusetts), tufted titmouse 
(Connecticut), wood thrush, both marsh wrens 
(to New Brunswick), and blue grosbeak (West 
Virginia and Baltimore, Md.). The wood thrush 
and robin are extending their breeding ranges far 
southward. Steadily moving east are the western 
meadowlark and Brewer’s blackbird, and_ possibly 
the Alder flycatcher. 

Certain birds are notably erratic, which is a 
polite way of confessing our inability to account for 
their behavior! Both crossbills have invaded coastal 
Maine in numbers and are nesting. The dickcissel 
never seems to “stay put” for very long. This year 
it is numerous in Wisconsin, almost absent in Min- 
nesota, remarkably numerous in Mississippi, Ala- 
bama and coastal ‘Texas. 

Outstanding records of stragglers are a_ black 
oyster-catcher in Utah; a wood ibis in Connecticut, 
and another in West Virginia. The scissor-tailed 
flycatcher of the south central states turned up in 
southern California and New Brunswick! 


NESTING SEASON 


June | to August 15, 1949 


NORTHEASTERN MARITIME REGION.—We 
seem to be living in recent years in a cycle of 
weather extremes, with a strong trend of heat ac- 
cumulation every year. 
The summer of 1949 
broke all historic rec- 
ords in two respects 
near Boston; it was the 
hottest and also the dri- 
est. Since Jan. 1, 1949, 
the Weather Bureau 
has reported the enorm- 
ous heat accumulation 








of 1100° and a_ nine- 
inch deficiency in rain- 
fall. Those who recall 


the very mild fall will 
not be surprised to hear 
that there have been 
1700° of accumulated 
heat since Oct. 15, 1948. 
Drought conditions were 
worst on Cape Cod, where no measurable rain oc- 
curred the whole month of June. Every New Eng- 
land state closed its woodlands to the public for 
part of the summer at least, and the coastal areas 
of Massachusetts and Rhode Island have been pro- 
claimed a disaster area. Dead or dying trees and 
shrubs are a feature of the landscape, while the 
brown and seared fields and pastures suggest a 
California landscape. Unless abundant rains come 
this fall it will not be until next spring that the 
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loss in vegetation can be appreciated. It follows 
that marshes, rivers, and ponds have mostly reached 
an historic low. Even the salt meadows suffered 
to a certain extent, as a long course of very low 
tides occurred during the maximum heat and 
drought. The inner- and upper levels of these 
marshes and the pools completely dried up. 

The warm, stormless summer caused a most suc- 
cessful and early breeding season for nearly every 
group of birds, and for some it was one of the 
great vears in every ten to fifteen. The song sea- 
son waned very early, and the tropical winterers 
began leaving for the South very early. ‘Thus my 
yellow warblers at Sears Point, Chatham, had gone 
by July 15, a month earlier than last year. In 
cracking heat in late July, the Cottrells and I 
heard the migrating chips of warblers passing over 
Cambridge at night. 


The Oceanographic Institute at Woods Hole, 
Mass., has established the fact that the surface 


coastal waters were over two degrees warmer than 
usual. Reports on every side confirm an unpre- 
cedented invasion of tropical fish and other forms 
of marine life, such as the Portuguese man-o’-war. 
Herring, mackerel, striped bass, and tuna have 
been abundant, and bluefish have struck in for 
the first time in years. This may account for the 
invasion of 

Shearwaters.—The_ greater appeared off Nan- 
tucket in late June, and Andrews reported a peak 
number of 160 in mid-July. He secured a koda- 
chrome photograph of an Audubon’s shearwater 
with greaters on July 2. The first Cory’s showed 
up on July 28, and shortly thereafter most of them 
left. They next appeared off Cape Cod in great 
numbers, gathering off the north tip at Race Point, 
and entering Massachusetts Bay for the first time 
ever in numbers. Mr. Smart half an 
hour from Nauset Heights in early August, and 
a party led by Mrs. Elkins and Dorothy Snyder on 
Aug. 10, saw over 350 near Provincetown, the great- 
est shearwater day in Massachusetts ornithological 
history. About 10 per cent were Cory’s. Unexplain- 
able is the poor showing of Wilson's petrels off 
the coast. 

Southern 


saw 55 in 


herons.—Were it not for last year’s 
great irruption, the flight this year would be re- 
garded as much better than average. Drought 
conditions caused the birds to move about a great 
deal, and made any marked local concentrations 
out of the question in fresh water areas. Only two 
snowy egret reports are at hand. Drought condi- 
tions undoubtedly caused the gathering of bitterns 
and green herons on the salt marshes. 
Ducks.—Apparently a successful breeding  sea- 
son, with early gatherings of blacks on the salt 
marshes. A definite increase in the wood duck 
population in eastern Massachusetts. Cruickshank 
reported about 1000 eiders summering on the outer 
shoals of the Muscongus Bay, Me., area. Messrs. 
Addy and Boyer reported 3 pairs of shovellers on 
the Midgic marsh, N. B., and found one _ brood. 
Rails—This hard-pressed group of birds de- 
serves special mention. There were fair numbers 


in late May. We cannot make a definite statement 
about the breeding success, but can report their dis- 
appearance from many a dried-up marsh as the 
season advanced. Addy and Boyer estimated at 
least 12 pairs Of yellow rails in New Brunswick, 
and collected a breeding male. A clapper rail was 
jumped at Westport, Mass. (Smart et al.). One 
or two pairs of coot nested in New Brunswick 
(Boyer.) 


Gulls——Steady increase of the black-backed gull; 
1300 in one summering flock at Provincetown, plus 
several hundred others. The two Maine colonies of 
laughing gulls were run out several years ago by 
the larger species, but a few pairs nested this 
summer on Matinicus Rock (Cruickshank et al.). 


Terns—A great breeding season; 7000 adults at 
Plymouth raised 4000 young. A young gull-billed 
tern was seen at Nauset in late July (Griscom) , and 
a young royal tern there in early August (Juliet 
Richardson Kellogg and many others) . 


Marsh wrens.—Large colony of short-billed dis- 
covered on the New Brunswick-Nova Scotia border, 
also 4-5 pairs of long-billed (Addy and Boyer). 
Mr. Cruickshank writes that the long-billed is 
apparently spreading in Maine (Lincoln Co.) ; 
formerly only one colony near Bath, now several. 


Crossbills—Great invasion of almost whole state 
of Maine, the white-winged greatly predominating, 
but the red fairly common for the first time in 
many years. 


Other notes——Mockingbird nest and three young 
at Providence, R. I. A barn owl raised one young 
bird at Ipswich, Mass., the northernmost record. 
In Massachusetts, the nighthawk and cliff swallow 
are sadly reduced from the cold rains of June 1948. 
The barn swallow and swift, also reduced, had a 
most successful season, and made a fine come-back. 
Dr. Aldrich and Robert Stewart had a wonderfully 
successful field season in June and early July at 
Fort Kent; Aroostook Co., extreme northern Maine. 
Some of the high lights were Tennessee and Cape 
May warblers common, and bay-breasted abundant; 
they saw several pigeon hawks, several pine gros- 
beaks (for which there is no breeding record for 
many years), found two nests of arctic three-toed 
woodpeckers in telephone poles, saw several eve- 
ning grosbeaks and collected a female with a 
brood patch. In addition to the items already 
reported from New Brunswick by Messrs. Addy 
and Boyer, they saw a least bittern on July 5, and 
at least 5 pairs of meadowlarks near Fredericton. 
Mr. Boyer was impressed by the large number of 
veeries in the lake district of southwestern Nova 
Scotia, and the abundance of olive-sided flycatch- 
ers on Prince Edward Island. 


First prize for a great rarity unquestionably 
goes to Mr. Boyer, who found a scissor-tailed fly- 
catcher in the Fundy National Park, N. B., on 
June 29, and showed it to several people—LupLow 
GriscoM, Museum of Comparative Zoology, Cam- 
bridge 38, Mass. 


HUDSON-ST. LAWRENCE REGION, — Late 
May was cool at New York City but precipitation 
was normal; June was hot and extremely dry, with 
but 0.16 in. of rain; 
high temperatures con- 
tinued in early July 
and the rainfall was still 
deficient. In this area 
streams were low and 
marshes dry. In north- 
ern Vermont and in up- 
per New York State, 
drought conditions were 
not so severe but tem- 
peratures ranged well 
above normal. South- 
ern Quebec reported 
average temperature a 
bit high, with usual 
rainfall. In the south- 
ern part of the region 
nesting waterfowl and 
marsh birds really suf- 
fered, but conditions throughout the entire region 
were nearly ideal for land birds. 

Herons.—For the first time in at least 75 years 
snowy egrets bred on Long Island, N. Y.; the nest 
was at Oak Beach (Elliott). This may mark the 
extension of a breeding range which has been 
working northward along the New Jersey coast. 
Colonies of both  black-crowned and _yellow- 
crowned night herons were generally successful 
on Long Island. “White herons” came north in 
usual numbers but at no time did the incursion 
approach the hoards that were present in 1948. 
The complete absence of these birds in some locali- 
ties where usually found may perhaps be attrib- 
uted to drought conditions. Am. egrets appeared 
early in northern Vermont: 5 at Newport on June 
20 (Smith). An adult litthe blue heron was in 
western Hampden Co., Mass., July g (Edwards) . 

Waterfowl—The breeding population of gad- 
wall at Jones Beach, L. I., showed an_ increase; 
this year it consisted of over 36 adults and 120 
young. A male gadwall in eclipse plumage was 
seen at Holyoke, Mass., on Aug. 6, 8 and 11 (Eliot 
and others). At Baldwin, L. I., a blue-winged teal 
nested but the nest and eggs were destroyed (Mor- 
gan). Several blue-wings were present throughout 
July at Arcadia Sanctuary, Northampton, Mass. 
(Mason), and these ducks were present in num- 
bers in late June at Swanton, Vt. (Miss Ball). 
Wood ducks had a successful breeding season at 
Cooperstown, N. Y., and showed an increase over 
last year (Hill). At Hadley, Mass., on July 20, 
a tree was destroyed by a storm. The wreckage 
disclosed a cavity containing 22 wood duck eggs, 
probably the laying of more than one female. An 
egg was opened and seemed quite fresh (Eliot) . 
This date for wood duck eggs may be compared 
with a report from Swanton, Vt., where 6 downy 
young were seen on June 2 (Minns). The same 
observer noted that this duck was scarcer than 
usual at the Missisquoi Refuge at Swanton, but in 
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the Refuge the nesting cycle of all ducks was 
about 10 days earlier than usual. Two pairs of 
ring-necked ducks apparently bred at Columbia, 


N. H. (Eliot). Several pairs of ring-necks were 
on Jones Pond, N. Y. (near Paul Smith’s) in 
early June. A pair of these ducks on Boonton 
Reservoir, Boonton, N. J., on June 26 (Urner 


Club) is interesting. 

Vultures and hawks.— Turkey vultures were 
seen at West Becket, Mass., July 5 (Derby); at 
Ashley Falls, Mass., July 24 (Riedel); and at New 
Paltz, N. Y., May 27, and Copake Falls, N. Y., 
June 18 (Schenectady Bird Club). In the Green 
Mountains, Vt., the three buteos nested in normal 
numbers, but all hawks were rare or lacking in 
all other reports except in Quebec, where the 
marsh hawk was a common nester and the broad- 
wing was breeding in some numbers (Cayouette) . 

Ruffed grouse, upland plover—Ruffed grouse 
were very successful in the central Green Moun- 
tains in Vermont, almost twice as numerous as 
last year (Decker). They were rather common 
at Jay Peak, Vt. (Smith), but uncommon around 
Charlesbourg, Que. (Cayouette). Upland plover 
still nest on the Hempstead Plain, L. I., but the 
area of their breeding ground is being rapidly 
reduced by the encroachment of suburban housing. 

Gulls and terns —The common and least tern 
colonies at Oak Beach, L. IL. suffered somewhat 
from predation as did the colonies more to the 
eastward but, in general, the season was successful. 
Black skimmers did well at their Short Beach, 
L. I., breeding ground (Elliott). The breeding 
flock of black terns at Swanton, Vt., increased to 
80 birds in June (Miss Ball). 

Woodpeckers, flycatchers, larks—Pileated wood- 
peckers continue to increase in the southern part 
of the region, reports from Rockland Co., N. Y., 
and from Bergen, Passaic and Sussex Cos., N. J., 
were most encouraging. Red-headed woodpeckers 
were seen at Monroe, N. H., and at Woodstock, 
Vt., by Cole and Fillebrown respectively. Many 
reports of arctic three-toed woodpeckers from the 
northern part of the region; several were noted 
at the Connecticut Lakes, N. H. (Brainard, 
Rogers), other reports from the Adirondacks. An 
American three-toed was seen near Watertown, 
N. Y., Aug. 14 (Mrs. Common). The alder fly- 
catcher seems to be extending its range south- 
ward. At Green Farms in southwestern Connecti- 
cut this bird was present from late May to the 
end of June (Saunders). From Haverstraw, N. Y., 
another record is submitted, a singing male on 
July 30 (Deed). Prairie horned larks nested in 
a number of new locations in Rockland Co., N. Y., 
and in Bergen Co., N. J. 

Jays, titmice, wrens —The Canada jay was again 
seen on Mt. Marcy in the Adirondacks (Stone) . 
There is a further extension of the breeding range 
of the tufted titmouse. At Westport, Conn., 
these birds were seen carrying nesting material on 
May 14. The first nest was apparently broken up 
for the birds were again building two weeks later. 
rhe adults were seen carrying food on July 10, 
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and on July 26 the young were off the nest and 


being fed by the parents (Mrs. Long). This is 
the first breeding record for Connecticut. Long- 


billed marsh wrens nested at Lyme, N. H. (Lord), 
and were seen at Walpole, N. H., July 22 (Brain- 
ard); in the marshes at Newport, Vt., it bred in 
numbers (Smith). The short-billed marsh wren, 
rather rare in Essex Co., N. Y., was seen near Mt. 
Marcy during the breeding season (Elliott). This 
wren apparently bred at Hubbardston and Barre, 
Mass., as well. The winter wren was rather rare 
about Quebec but on Mt. Mansfield, Vt., 31 were 
counted July 2-4 (Miss Ball) and on Mt. White- 
face, N. Y., 15 were seen on June 23 (Hill). 

Thrushes, gnatcatchers, vireos—A very late nest- 
ing of a pair of robins occurred at Ridgewood, 
N. J., where I watched the immature birds leave 
the nest on Aug. 22. If the incubation period is 
12 days and the young leave the nest 15 days 
thereafter the egg date is about July 26. The 
wood thrush, still moving north, is not uncom- 
mon this year at the lower elevations in the 
Green Mts., Vt. (Decker). Bicknell’s thrushes 
were very plentiful at the higher elevations in 
both northern New York and New England _ this 
summer. The veery showed an increase, particu- 
larly in the Adirondacks (Amstutz). The blue- 
gray gnatcatcher is holding its extension and also 
increasing in numbers; a nest was found at Liberty 
Corners, N. J. (Urner Club). At many other 
points in northern New Jersey adults and young 
were reported. This summer the warbling vireo 
was almost absent in the vicinity of Saranac Lake, 
N. Y., where in former years it had been fairly 
common (Meade); other reports from far separated 
areas support this. A singing Philadelphia vireo 
was on Mt. Whiteface in the Adirondacks on June 
23 (Hill). 

Warblers.—All_ warblers seemed to enjoy a good 
breeding season; weather conditions were favor- 
able and the supply of food was abundant. A 
male prothonotary warbler was seen at Troy Hills, 
N. J.. on June 14 and 19, but nothing was seen 
to indicate nesting (Shaugnessy, North). ‘Two 
pairs of cerulean warblers were at Waterloo, N. J., 
but here, too, there was no evidence of nesting 
(Hetsell). On the higher mountains the breeding 
populations of blackpoll warblers must be large; 
99 of these birds were counted on Mt. Mansfield, 
Vt., July 2-4 (Miss Ball). In northern New Eng- 
land, particularly at higher elevations, the Black- 
burnian, Nashville and magnolia warblers were 
unusually plentiful and nesting was early. In the 
vicinity of Quebec both mourning warblers and 


redstarts showed a decrease (Cayouette). A Ken- 
tucky warbler was seen at Alpine, N. J., in mid- 
June (Mayer, Rose). Years ago the Kentucky 


maintained a small breeding population near this 
point but it has long since been deserted. 
Finches—The cardinal is holding its former 
range extension and pushing north into new terri- 
tory, 1 was reported at Essex, N. Y., in July 
(Mason). This is the first definite record of the 
cardinal from the Adirondack region. At Seaford. 





is 


LL. I. a nest with 2 young was found on June 27 
(Morgan). The cardinal first appeared as a breedei 
about Fairfield, Conn., in 1943 and is now firmly 
established as a regular nester (Saunders). ‘The 
nested at Lake 
young to 


again Saranac 


Several 


evening grosbeak 
village, N. Y. 

feeding stations in the vicinity and i pair was 
(Meade). ‘These 
erosbeaks are seen regularly in summer at Charles- 


pairs brought 
seen feeding a voung cowbird 
hourg, Que., sometimes with young (Cayouette) . 
At Carp Lake, north and west of Mont ‘Tremblant 
Park, Que., up to 28 evening grosbeaks were pres- 
ent in July. No nests were found but the birds 
usually flew in) pairs and the repeated trips of 
one pair to the top of a tall, thick evergreen 
seem quite significant (Mrs. Carnes) . 

The purple finch was more abundant than usual 
at several northern) points and this abundance 


may be a reason for a breeding extension in 
Jersey. On July 18 a male was 
seen at a feeding station in Kennelon north of 
Boonton (Carter); and in) Ramsey 
June and mid-August 


feeder 


northern New 


between late 
{ families came to a large 
(Runk). In a cemetery in Ridgewood, 3 
were (Mrs. McEntee). On Long 
Island the house finch is increasing at Hewlett, 
Westbury and Babylon. In Ridgewood, N. J., a 
male house trapped and banded on 
April 9. This is the first recorded occurrence of 
this bird in New Jersey (Mrs. McEntee). ‘The 
European goldfinch on Long Island is holding its 
own but is not increasing. 

Rarities. 


nests located 


finch was 


rhe outstanding rarity of the sum- 
mer was a wood ibis at South Windsor, Conn., 
June go to July 6. It was first seen by Mr. and 
Mrs. French and others of the Hartford Bird 
Study Club and the identity was confirmed by 
Prof. Eliot. 

Corrections: On page 202 (Vol. 3, No. 4) sub- 
stitute Peru, Mass., for Peru, Vt., on line 15; under 
Pelagic birds substitute sooty shearwaters for sooty 
terns.—CHARLES K. NICHOLS, American 
of Natural History, New York 24, N. Y. 


Museum 


MIDDLE ATLANTIC COAST REGION, — The 


season was abnormally hot: June, dry (only .go 
in. of rain in the Philadelphia section) ; July, 
very humid. 





Grebes. — A 
pied-billed  grebe 
was seen at 


Oceanville, N. J., 
on July 18 (P. F. 
Springer); and a 
pair in Albemarle 
Co., Va., July 12 
and 14 (C. E. 
Stevens) . 

Pelagic birds.— 
Dr. Paul Bartsch 
and party saw a 
Wilson’s petrel at 
Cape Henry at 














the end of May, our only Virginia record between 
March and mid-June. Scott found a double-crested 
cormorant on June 22 at Yorktown and at Hope- 
well, and James Murray, Jr., found one about July 
15, in Nelson Co., piedmont Virginia. 
Herons.—The various New Jersey nesting herons 
successful Checking the Chick- 
ahominy Swamp (Va.) from a plane on June 6, 
Scott failed to find any evidence of egret rookeries 
formerly reported from this area; F. C. Cross saw 
a snowy egret at the National Airport on May 1}. 
It is still a rare spring visitor around Washington. 
\ Louisiana heron’s nest with 4 young was found 
by Wright at Stone Harbor on June 4, the second 
New Jersey record. ‘wo yellow-crowned night 
heron nests were found at Avalon, N. J., on July 
3, one with 2 eggs and one with 3 young; and 
another in Burlington Co., N. J., with 5 eggs on 
May 8 (Hoy). One or 2 of these birds spent 
the summer along the Wissahickon Creek, at 
Philadelphia. Kolb saw a least bittern at Black- 
water Refuge, Aug. 10. 


had a season. 


A glossy ibis was seen at 
linicum, Philadelphia, June 23-28 (Lamplaugh) ; 
1 at Paulsboro, N. J., on June 24 (Middleton) ; 
and 1 at Avalon, N. J., on July 4 (Batezel) . 
Geese and ducks—Apparently 2 pairs of feral 
Canada geese nested in a river cove above Camden, 
N. J., the 4 adults and g young being first ob- 
served by Bowers about mid-June. Kolb noted a 
single half-grown black duck following an adult 
at Blackwater Refuge on Aug. 10. Springer re- 
ported 12 gadwalls, including a female with 5 
voung, at Egg Island, near Fortescue, N. J., on 
July 19. Springer, Schmidt and McLain reported 
a female blue-winged teal with 4 young, and 
male and a female ruddy duck at Egg Island, 
N. J. on July 19. A set of 11 wood duck eggs 
was found at Hyattsville, Md., on May 19 by 
M. B. Meanley. ‘This was a second nesting, the 
first set being found on March 15. A blue-winged 
teal’s nest with 12 eggs was found by Hoy at 
Vinicum, Pa., on June 6. S. V. Schmidt reported 
a joint nest of a hooded merganser and a wood 
duck at Tuckahoe, N. J., in a box erected for 
wood ducks. 


° 


On May 14 the merganser was on 
7 of her own eggs and 6 wood duck eggs. ‘The 
mixed brood left the nest safely. ‘This is a second 
breeding record of the hooded merganser in New 
Jersey. 

Hawks and owls.—Vhe nest of a sharp-shinned 
hawk with 4 eggs was found in Delaware Co., Pa., 
on May 24; and the nest of a barred owl with 
3 eggs in Burlington Co., N. J., on Mar. go (Hoy). 

Shorebirds and rails.—Five oyster-catchers were 
seen at Little Beach Island, N. J., on June 5 
(Ridgely); g at the same place on July 23 (Ed- 
wards) ; and 2 at Assateague Island, Md., on May 
14 (Davis, Beaton, Baldwin). Four Wilson’s plov- 
ers were noted at West Ocean City, May 21, and 
2 at Ocean City, June 12. Finkel found 7 ruddy 
turnstones at Tinicum, Pa., on July 31. McLaugh- 
lin reported an adult Baird’s sandpiper at Had- 
don Heights, N. J., Julv 17, and 500+ willets at 
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Harbor, N. J., July 19. The same observer 
Florida gallinule families, one of 4 and 
one of 6, at Trenton, N. J., and an immature 
sora, all on July 21. Meanley and others counted 
12 upland plovers in the vicinity of Buckeystown, 
Md., on June 5. Stevens and Lawless flushed a 
king rail in a wet meadow on James River in 
Albemarle Co., Va., July 23. 

Gulls and terns—Robbins and Low saw a black- 
backed gull (immature) at Ocean City, Md., on 
May 21; and Springer saw 1 at Seaside Heights, 
N. J., July 23. The herring gull nested again at 
Cape May, N. J., one nest with 3 eggs being found 
on June 12, and one with 2 on June 15 (Hoy). 
George F. Kelly reported 3 royal terns at Solomons, 
Md., on July g0. A gull-billed tern was seen at 
Stone Harbor, N. J.. July 2. Scott found 15 least 
tern mostly with young, in York Co., Va., 
June 22. 


Stone 
found 2 


nesis, 


Range extensions.—Some very interesting exten- 
sions of the known range of certain birds in Vir- 
vinia were reported. ‘The brown-headed nuthatch 
is now known to breed. north of the North Caro- 
lina-Virginia line at Danville (Royster Lyle, Jr.) , 
much farther west than before reported in Vir- 
ginia. The known range of the chuck-will’s- 
widow has been extended upward to Richmond, 
Va., where Scott found 2 pairs through the breed- 
ing season, one at Chesterfield Courthouse, the 
other on the south bank of the James. Several 
additional small colonies of Henslow’s sparrow 
near Scottsville, Va., and a few single birds around 
Charlottesville, found by Stevens, with Scott’s Win- 
chester, Va., indicate that this 
bird is greatly extending its range. Lyle found a 
prairie horned lark near Danville, Va., on June 
22, which is an extension of our summer records. 
Stevens traced cerulean warblers during the 
breeding season eastwardaalong the low mountains 
of piedmont Albemarle Co., Va., to the Orange 
Co. line and found several singing birds on July 
2 west of Gordonsville, Orange Co., where the low 
ridges end. This is an important discovery. 


records, seem to 


Grouse, flycatchers, ravens.—A ruffed grouse was 
scen at Woodbine, N. J., June 12 (Springer). 
Alder flycatchers continue to increase in the Phila- 
delphia area, two having been found at 
Tinicum, one with 4 eggs, and one with 2 young. 
Scott and heard a raven at Seaford Marsh, 
York Co., Va., on June 22. 

Mockingbirds, waxwings.—Mockingbirds 
also continue to increase, with many reports of 
singing males, nests at Haddonfield and Collings- 
wood, N. J., and Delaware Co., Pa., and a report 
of young out of the nest on May 29 at Cape May, 
N. J. Minor and Stevens heard a short-billed 
marsh wren singing in a wet meadow at Hatton, 
Va., on July 20; Stevens and Lawless heard 4 at 
the same place on. July 23; Robbins saw a very 
late bird at Patuxent through June 8, and Spring- 
er heard 4 singing in a salt marsh at Goshen, N. J., 
on July. 22. Remarkable numbers of cedar wax- 
wings appeared around Philadelphia during July, 


232 


nests 


Saw 


wrens, 


with many reports and a high count of 18 at 
Haddon Heights, N. J., July 19. 

Starlings, warblers—Kolb noted starlings on 
July 29 at Baltimore which were beginning to 
show the spotted winter plumage. A surprising 
number of reports of prothonotary warblers from 
the swamps of southern New Jersey would seem 
to indicate that this area has not been thoroughly 
searched in the early summer heretofore. Reports 
are as follows: 6 at Maurice River, west of South 
Vineland, N. J.; 4 at Repaupa, N. J.; Parvin State 
Park, Oswego River, Penn Manor, Pa.; nesting at 
New Lisbon and Trenton, N. J.; feeding young 
at Denton, Md., May g1 (Mrs. Fletcher). Bartsch 
and others found Wayne's black-throated green 
warbler common in the Dismal Swamp, Va., May 
27-31. Mrs. Buckingham found 6 singing cerulean 
warblers, evidently breeding birds, in May and 
June at Washington Crossing, Pa., and 1 visited 
the bird bath of Mr. and Mrs. W. W. Lukens, Jr., 
at Radnor, Pa., on July 30. A pair of hooded 
warblers frequented this bath during June and 
July. Bloor found a Lawrence’s warbler mated 
to a blue-winged warbler at Lawrenceville, N. J., 
the 4 young leaving the nest on June 5. ‘Two 
pairs of black-throated green warblers were seen 
at Wissahickon, Philadelphia, during June and 
July (Tracy); and 1 was seen at Martha, N. J., 
on June 11 (McLaughlin). A dickcissel was col- 
lected at Dobbs, Frederick Co., Md., on May 21 
(Meanley and Bond); and a lark sparrow (imma- 
ture?) seen at Little Beach Island, N. J., 
on July 23 (Edwards). The first breeding record 
for the blue grosbeak in the Baltimore area in 
many years was made when Hampe saw an adult 
with immature birds at Patapsco Forest State Park 
on July go. 

Albino.— An __ albinistic thrasher, with 
gravish-white plumage but lacking the pink eyes 
of a true albino, frequented the garden of Mrs. 
Harry Baylic, Collingswood, N. J., during late July 
and early August.—JULIAN K. Porrer, 437 Park 
Ave., Collingswood, N. J., and J. J. Murray, 6 
White St., Lexington, Va. 


Was 


brown 


SOUTHERN ATLANTIC COAST REGION.— 


Fairly normal spring and summer weather fol- 
unusually 


late freeze 
caused consid- 


lowed an mild winter. <A 





erable dam- 
age to fruit 
crops in the 
interior, and 
in spots truck 
farming was 
poor due to 


prolonged dry 
periods. How- 
ever, reports 
were too few 
to indicate de- 
parture from previous years except at the coastal 
refuges where abnormal gains were made. 














Water birds—The reports of successful breed- 
ing at the National Wildlife Refuges on the Caro- 
lina coast are particularly interesting. At the Pea 
Island Refuge, near Manteo, N. C., a large num- 
ber Of gadwall remained over the summer and 
Mr. Paul Sturm, manager, estimated the number 
of young gadwall raised to be 325. Last year there 
were a few scattered pairs breeding on this refuge. 
(Eight pairs of gadwall bred there in 1940. See 
Birds of North Carolina.) The following estimate 
of other young successfully reared at Pea Island 


this summer was also supplied by Mr. Sturm. 
Snowy egret, 50; Louisiana heron, 15; black- 
crowned night heron, 50; black duck, 75; blue- 
winged teal, 40; laughing gull, goo; royal tern, 


500. At a colony to the north of Pea Island, 150 
laughing gulls, 100 skimmers, 50 common terns, 
and 75 least terns, were estimated to be raised. 
In South Carolina, at the Cape Romain Refuge 
near McClellanville, same 300 miles down the 
coast from Pea Island, Mr. K. Y. Hursey, reporting 
for Mr. Henry Rucker, manager, gave the follow- 
ing summary of their July census. In each case 
the estimated number of young raised is shown 
added to the estimated number of adults on the 
refuge: brown pelican, 4 colonies, 1500 + 500; 
great blue heron, goo + 50; Am. egret, 1000, no 
breeding colony; snowy egret, 3 colonies, 1000 + 
100; little blue heron, no colony, 1500; wood ibis, 
no colony, 2000; wood duck, 60 +. 20; Am. oyster- 
catcher, 200 + 100; willet, 800 + 350 (5 colonies) ; 
least tern, 500 +- 200; royal tern, 3 colonies, 25,- 
000 + 10,000; Cabot’s tern, 100 + 25 (see Birds 
of North Carolina): black 
(6 colonies) ; ground dove, 30, four nests + 10. 
\t Lennon’s Marsh, Lumberton, N. C., a small 
colony of great blue 


skimmer, 700 + 300 


herons nested again this 
summer where they were incubating on May gg. 

Land birds.—Stoddard noted a black vulture 
incubating at Greenwood Farms, Thomas Co.., Ga., 
Feb. 22. On March 27 he saw a 


blue jay and 
parula 


Grady Co., Ga. 
Augusta, Ga., a brown thrashei 
Was incubating g eges while anothei 
and mockingbird were nest building 
ton). 


warbler nest-building in 


Ihe same day at 
thrasher 
(J. F. Den- 
\t Coleraine in southeast Georgia, Hebard 
reported young red-tailed hawks still in the nest 
on May 24 (late). In the same area bob-whites 
were first observed pairing off Apr. 16 while the 
first young were seen June 25. The great body 
of young wild turkeys hatched in late April, the 
first young being seen Apr. 18. The numbers of 
breeding robins in the larger fall line towns 
(Augusta and Macon) in Georgia continue to in- 
crease. Also, the birds are invading some of the 

towns. On June 22, 4 young just out of 
the nest were noted in Thomson, Ga. (st. F. Ta. 
\ young chipping sparrow just out of the nest 
and being fed by his parents was collected near 
Millen, Ga., May 21. This is near the southern 
limit of its breeding range in eastern Georgia. 
Chipping sparrows were noted breeding also in 
the superintendent’s yard at Aiken State 


smaller 


oe Ae 
Park, 


s. C. on July 17, probably near the southern 
limit in that state (J.F.D.). On June 22, soli- 
tary vireos were found breeding in northern 
McDuffie Co., 1514 miles north of Thomson, Ga. 
‘Two singing males were observed patrolling terri- 
tory within 100 yds. of each other. One bird was 
collected and found to be in breeding condition. 
The species has been found breeding in exten- 
sive tracts of second-growth pine at 3 widely 
separated points just above the fall line in Georgia, 
indicating that its breeding range extends across 
the state in that region (J.F.D.). This species, 
found nesting at Athens, Ga., in 1948, also nested 
there again this summer (Johnston). A nest of 
the barn owl found at Bogart, near Athens, on 
Mar. 19 when it contained 2 young and 1 egg, 
constitutes the first breeding record for that area 
(Jenkins). The second recent record of the cow- 
bird breeding in Georgia was made by Parks 
when he found a hooded warbler’s nest at Atlanta 
which contained a young warbler and a young 
cowbird 2 or g days old. 

At Winghaven, Charlotte, the first male ruby- 
throated hummingbird arrived on Apr. 1. The 
first female arrived on Apr. 27 (Mrs. Clarkson) . 
By May 6 a nest with exterior was being lined 
(B.G.R.). Also at Charlotte crested flycatchers 
were beginning to build on May 17, while on the 
coast at Wilmington (200 miles east) young crest- 
ed flycatchers were out of the nest by May 2. 
\gain at Charlotte, Carolina chickadees had 7 
eggs in a bird house by Apr. 17, and robins and 
cardinals were awing by Apr. 26. 

Behavior—At Coleraine, Ga., a pair of red- 
bellied and red-cockaded woodpeckers nested in 
the same turpentined long-leaf pine. The red- 
cockaded nest, which was only 514 ft. from the 
vround, was lower than any recorded nest (He- 
bard). Near Fitzgerald, Ga., an unusual nest of 
the brown-headed nuthatch containing 1 egg was 
found on Apr. 16. ‘The nest was not in a cavity 
but rested in a small burned-out depression or 
fire scar in the side of a long-leaf pine, approxi- 
mately 36 in. from the ground (M. Hopkins). At 
Wilmington, purple martins, nesting in a AMOCO 
“O” last year. This year 
At Charlotte a pair of 
crested flycatchers raised a first brood in a half 
roll of roofing paper on a shelf outdoors. The 
second brood was housed in a martin gourd 25, ft. 
up, from which a roosting bluebird was driven. 
\lso at Charlotte, whip-poor-wills that called in- 
cessantly throughout the night since their arrival 
in early spring were heard only in ones or twos 
at daybreak by Aug. 15. 


neon sign, selected the 
the “A” was selected. 


Correction: The report of young spotted sand- 
pipers seen by Correll at Greenville, $. C. (Vol. g, 
No. 4) was due to a misunderstanding and must 
he disregarded. However, they may yet be found 
in that area since they have been recorded near 
Asheville (Burleigh, 1932).—B. R. CHAMBERLAIN, 
Charlotte, N. C., and J. Frep DENTON, 1510 Pendle- 
ton Rd., Augusta, Ga. 
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FLORIDA REGION,—Temperatures 


the region were about normal. 


throughout 
Rainfall was nor- 
mal except in the ‘Tallahassee area- where it totaled 
15 in. for 





July, the end 
= Srarcanmady,YACKSONVIL highest on record; and 
ia SCAINERVILLET | 3t-  Aughistine, where it 
: was less than normal. 


\ GEORGIA s 








\ 
DAY TONAg, 


\ ‘ **- Pelicans, herons and 
ves. ’ ibises—Brown pelicans at 
¢ KISSIMMEE the mouth of Sandflv Pass, 

ey-y below Everglades, nested 


ND) sy 
| \ AKE WORTH 


| vad iAMI,) 
EVERGLADES, HOMESTEAD) 
| NATIONAL PARKS,‘ 


on only 1 key this season. 
About go nests contained 

: half-grown young. \t 
| KEY WEST erm” . Duck Rock were approx- 
imately the same number 
with voung at the same stage, June 1 
(Brookfield). Twelve pairs of green herons nested 
in low mangroves growing on the spoil bank of 
Everglades Channel in Chokoloskee Bay. Young 
were out of the nests, climbing on branches, June 
20 (Brookfield). Immature vellow-crowned night 
herons were found as early as June 18 at Shell 
Point on the Gulf Coast south of ‘Tallahassee; flocks 
of white ibises were seen near Tallahassee returning 
southeastward, June 22 (Stevenson). Glenn Cu- 
faude, NAS Warden at Duck Rock reported white 
ibis incubating in numbers as late as Aug. 8. This 
late nesting undoubtedly followed the unsuccess- 
ful effort to nest during the very drv months, De- 
cember to May. The heavy flights of 50.000 birds 
observed at Duck Rock through the entire month 
of June were nearly all mature birds (Brookfield) . 




















of nests 


Egrets.——Remarkable numbers of Am. egrets ap- 


peared at St. Augustine in July (Pangburn) and 
a reddish egret at Melbourne (Bauer). 
Waterfowl—Over 40 small young wood ducks 


were counted on the Wakulla and Wacissa Rivers 
in June; a few lesser scaups were reported at 5 
or more localities in Leon, Jefferson and Wakulla 
Counties during June, while g remained at St. 
Marks Light, July 30; a mallard and a_ redhead, 
2 apparently healthy females, were observed June 
15 at Wakulla Springs (Stevenson). The redhead. 
seen at close range by Stevenson. Cross and Rich- 
ard West, seems to be the first summet 
for Florida. Stragelers of red-breasted 
summered near St. Augustine 


record 
mergansers 
(Pangburn) . 

Gallinules and limpkins—From Tampa, Mrs. E. 
G. Brownsey wrote: “A telephone call July 8 from 
Mr. B. Sanborn, Supt. of City Parks, took us to 
a small park in the heart of a thickly populated 
residential section, from downtown 
fampa, to find purple gallinules nesting among 
water hyacinths in a four-acre pond there. In 
ridding the pond of hyacinths 3 nests were raked 
in by machinery before anyone realized what was 
happening. The which contained 8 
eggs each, were refloated and the birds took over. 
One gallinule was lifted from its nest; also, we 
found an adult bird feeding with a family of 7 
half-grown young—this we watched from a park 
bench not 20 feet away. 
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two miles 


nests, 2 of 


“The mavor was contacted and now influential 
bird lovers are making plans to turn the spot into 
a wildlife refuge. 

“Incidentally, there were Florida gallinules and 
a concentration of green herons all quite indiffer- 
ent to passers-by.” 

Young limpkins. just out of the nest were noted 
River, June 14 (Stevenson). 

terns.—The 

eull-billed and least terns on 
\ugustine showed great 
first 2 species and 


on the Wacissa 


Skimmers and nesting colony of 
black skimmers, 
Conch Island near St. 
increase; perhaps 50°, for the 
100°, for least terns. “However, 


ing in a compact colony on safe dunes as last year 


instead of nest- 
many birds nested along upper edge of beach and 
their eggs were washed away by high tides during 
Least terns at 
constitute the 


heavy easterly blow’ 
Lake Jackson, June 4, 
first record for Leon County; Forster’s terns were 
found them At St. Marks Light 3 
immature Forster’s and 1 adult common tern were 
reported June 11, and black terns, 
July go. 

Shorebirds.—A Florida, 
was seen by Cross in Gadsden County, July 2; 
a least sandpiper at Lake Jackson, July 24. Ruddy 
turnstones in’ breeding plummage were at St. 
Marks Light, June 11, and Wakulla Beach, June 


27. On July 19 piping plover, marbled godwit, 


(Pangburn). 
probably 


with (Cross) . 
southbound 


woodcock, unusual in 


red-backed and spotted sandpiper were at Alliga- 
tor Point (Stevenson). (|= marbled godwit was 
present continuously on Conch Island flats near 


St. Augustine where this species has been noted 


every month in the more appeared July 


g (Paneburn). 


vear; 3 


Eaeles—A bald eagle. rare in summer, was seen 
at Lake Lafavette on June 8, and near Wakulla 


Springs, June 15 (Stevenson) . 

Land birds.—Unusual breeders so far south were 
thrush at Newport, June 11, and yellow- 
chat near Shell Point, June 18, both 
species in full song. Some species of warblers not 
known to breed in the area had returned to Alli- 
gator Point by July 19: prairie, hooded, and Am. 
redstart; at Wakulla Springs a black and white 
warbler and a yellow-throated vireo were present, 
July go (Stevenson). Unusual for the season was 
a red-eved towhee near Melbourne, July 3 to 9g 
(Bauer) —CHARLES M. BROOKFIELD, National Audu- 
bon Society, 13 McAllister Arcade, Miami, Fla. 


wood 
breasted 


APPALACHIAN REGION,—The warm spring of 
1919 was followed, in the Appalachian Region, by 
a hot summer, generally dry in June and August, 


but very wet in July. The nesting season was 
early, and seemingly successful, although local 
floods in eastern West Virginia and the Shenan- 
doah Valley of Virginia caused nest destruction 
and some mortality. 

A concerted, but unsuccessful, search for Sut- 


ton’s warblers in the West Virginia Eastern Pan- 
handle was a feature of the summer season. The 
Brooks Bird Club conducted a foray in the region 


were first. dis- 
Trautman, 
Netting, 
in SVs- 


——_~where the birds 





} covered, and Peterson, 
{| Harrison, De 
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Garmo, 
and others spent a week 
tematic combing of the territory. 
Although their prime _ target 
eluded them, other ornithologi- 
cal results were gratifving, as will 
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be noted below. 


warbler, 


evizaneturone } [ NC Concerning  Sutton’s 

Pe oe | Mrs. Neal and another observe 

tenn, ANU | = heard a “double-parula” song on 
4 May 10, at Demorest, Ga. After 
a search thev found the bird, 





keeping it under observation for 








an hour. Every point of identifi 

cation was carefully checked, and 
Mrs. Neal's sketch. made on the ground, certainly 
that 


Gre be Ps he rOMS, We od 


indicates they were seeing this bird. 


ibises.—Pied-billed grebes, 
rare breeders in the mountain region, were found 
on the ponds of the federal fish hatchery at Lee 
Jefferson Co.. W. Va. in’ June by Wylie, 
MeLauehlin reported 2 nests 
Ohio. Near Davton, 
Va. in the Shenandoah Valley. Carpenter found 


town, 
Davis, and others. 


at Evans Lake, northeastern 


adult and immature vellow-crowned night herons 
under conditions which led him to believe they 
were nesting locally. There are no actual breed 


ine records for this species in the \ppalachian Re 


gion. Fewer than usual of the three white herons 


which sometimes move into this region were re- 


ported, although all three were present in small 
numbers. Clarke reported a least bittern at State 


College, Pa., as unusual. Of special interest is a 
report of a wood ibis along Anthony's Creek. Green- 
brier Co., W. Va. The 


Warder and Swink in late July, and was later seen 


bird was first noted by 


bv 7 observers. 
for this species in West Virginia. 

Ducks. 
numbers of wood ducks nesting throughout the re 
Black ducks and much 


more common than formerly, often at beaver ponds 


There are only 2 previous records 


There is a gratifving increase in the 


vion. mallards are also 
Hampson reported a pair of Am. mergansers alone 
the Allegheny River in Warren Co., Pa.. on Aug 

g. 
very few this 


ducks 


summer records of 
Pennsvivania. Ruddy 
remained in eastern Ohio until June 12. 


ia; There ase 
species from western 

Hawks, gallinaceous birds, rails—Manvy observers 
commented on the scarcity of hawks. McLaughlin, 
however, fairly eastern 
Ohio. He noted a pigeon hawk on Aug. 13, and 
another on Aug. 15. Our three principal upland 
ruffed and wild 
turkey, are more common than in manv vears past. 


found them common. in 


game birds, grouse, bob-white, 
ArT elgea ore ; 

rouse are on the ascending phase of their cvcle, 
and turkeys apparently had a phenomenally suc- 
cessful breeding season. Imhof reported 2 juvenal 
\labama. Wylie found a 


Florida gallinule at the Leetown Hatchery, June 12. 


king rails in northern 


Shorebirds, gulls, goatsuckers—Woodcocks were 
= than common in the mountains. 
ampson i 4 ancing” ji 
| still “‘skv-dancing”’ in 


usually 


noted 2 pairs 


early July. Upland plovers 
Co.. W. Va. (De Garmo), 
Murray found a 


Warren Co., Pa., in 
were noted in Berkeley 
and in eastern Ohio (Buchanan) . 
solitary sandpiper neat Lexington, Va., on July 6. 
Ring-billed gulls remained throughout the summer 
at Evans Lake, eastern Ohio. Mrs. Neal heard a 
chuck-will’s-widow at Mt. Airy, Ga., throughout 
the breeding season. ‘The Huntington Bird Study 
vroup recorded this species from southeastern Ohio. 

Flycatchers through Alder = flycatchers 
were found by Haller at Leetown, the first record 
from West Virginia’s Eastern Panhandle. Buchanan 
reports them from = eastern Ohio. Carpenter 
located 5 breeding colonies of cliff swallows in the 
Shenandoah Vallev of Virginia, and Neal found a 
colony in Greenbrier Co., W. Va. A brown-headed 
nuthatch, reported from Attalla, Ala., by Imhof, 
is at the known limit of its range in the Appala 
chian Region.  Long-billed marsh wrens, found 
by Scott near Martinsburg, W. Va.. are the first of 
this species to be found summering in the state. 
Buchanan reported short-billed marsh wrens be 


wrens. 


also 


coming more common in eastern Ohio. 
Warblers—Vhree_ singing male — prothonotary 
warblers were found on June 15, in Jefferson Co., 
W. Va.. by De Garmo and others. ‘he only pre 
vious record from eastern West Virginia was 1 seen 
by Miss Dandridge. A singing Swainson’s warbler 
in June was reported from ‘Tray Mountain, Ga., by 
Mrs. Neal. The Swainson’s has now been reported 
in summer from the mountainous or hilly portions 
of Georgia, North Carolina, ‘Tennessee, Virginia, 
West Virginia and Ohio. Blackburnian  warblers 
were reported as abundant in Morgan County, 
W. Va.. at an elevation of only 500 ft. This is a 
low altitudinal record for the region. Mourning 
warblers were more abundant than I 
seen them in the West Virginia mountains. 
Bobolinks, finches and sparrows.—Conrad re 
ported a bobolink on June 11, west of Hedgesville, 
Berkelev Co., W. Va. ‘This is the first summer rec- 
ord for this species in the Eastern Panhandle. De 
Garmo found a nest in Berkeley 
County on June 13, the second recorded West Vir- 
Murray found a nest of 


have evel 


blue grosbeak 


ginia nest of this species. 
this species at Lexington, Va., and Mrs. Neal re- 
ported the birds from north Georgia. Scott found 
purple finches in Highland Co., Va., on June 11. 
\ red crossbill was noted by Johnston at High 
lands, N. C., on June 24. Crossbills in small num- 
bers were feeding on red spruce blossoms in the 
Cheat Mountains, W. Va., in June. Savannah 
sparrows in Greenbrier County, W. Va., were sum- 
mering farther south than we had_ previously 
found them. Henslow’s sparrows were common in 
Berkeley Co., W. Va., and Scott recorded them near 
Winchester. Va., the first Virginia record west of 
the Blue Ridge. 

Last nestings.—De Garmo reported two late nest- 
ings: a vesper sparrow nest with g young on Aug. 
10, at yooo ft. in Grant Co., W. Va., and a hermit 
thrush nest with 2 eggs on Aug. 14, in Tucker Co., 
W. Va.— Maurice Brooks, West Virginia University, 
Morgantown, W. Va. 
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WESTERN GREAT LAKES REGION,—Precipi- 


tation has been above normal over most of this re- 
gion for at least the latter part of the nesting sea- 
son. Minneap- 
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peratures have 
also been somewhat above normal. Nesting cover 
has been very heavy as a result of both high hu- 
midity and temperatures. 

Loons and grebes.—Common loons still occa- 
sionally nest as far south in Minnesota as the Min- 
neapolis-St. Paul area, as indicated by several 
breeding pairs recorded in June in Washington, 
Anoka, and Hennepin Counties (Longley). An 
adult Holboell’s grebe seen on Green Lake neat 
Mazomanie, Wis., July 16, suggests nesting (Rob- 
bins); and large young were seen on Mulligan 
Lake, Lake of the Woods Co., Minn., Aug. 20 
(Breckenridge). Four nests of this grebe con- 
taining eggs were found at Swan Lake, Nicollet Co., 
Minn., on May go (Werner et al.). 

Herons.—Regarding the northward extension of 
range of the American egret Robbins writes, “It 
looks as if Wisconsin is soon to have a nesting col- 
ony of major proportions at Horicon (Dodge Co.) . 
Four nests were located there on June 27, and on 
June 29 a total of 55 birds were counted, so it is 
likely that there are more than the 4 nests (Harold 
Mathiak). The pair of American egrets that nested 
last year at Pelican Lake in Ottertail Co., Minn., 
were reported present again this year but no at- 
tempt was made to locate the nest (Warden John- 
son). Mrs. C. MacKenzie, Jr., writes that Am. 
egrets have definitely nested on Heron Island on 
General Shields Lake, 10 miles northwest of Fari- 
bault, Rice Co., Minn., and is sure of one nest 
although there must have been more because 12 
and 14 birds were seen feeding on the various sur- 
rounding lakes at one time. 

A green heron seen 10 miles north of Park 
Rapids in Hubbard Co., Minn., early in August is 
an extremely far north record for this species 
(Dobie). A green heron nest with 4 eggs is re- 
ported from Milwaukee on May g (Fleugel). Seven 
nests of the least bittern, some just completed and 
some with eggs, were found at Swan Lake, Nicollet 
Co., Minn., on May go (Warner et al.). 

Ducks and geese.—Heavy rains during the sum- 
mer in at least northern Minnesota and parts of 
Wisconsin raised many marsh and lake levels but 
probably not before most young waterfowl had 
hatched. Good breeding populations of ducks ar- 
rived this spring in Wisconsin (Robbins). Fewer 
mallards than last year were reported from Kala- 
mazoo (Hall). Blue-winged teal and mallards 
were more abundant than last year in eastern 
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Minnesota. Ten wood ducks seen from Aug. 17 
to Aug. 27 in Lake of the Woods Co., Minn., indi- 
cate that this species is becoming more numerous 
farther to the northwest in this region. Wood 
duck broods emerged from nests at Minneapolis 
on May 31 and June 7 (Breckenridge). Reports 
of waterfowl nesting at Mud Lake Federal Refuge 
in Marshall Co., Minn., are encouraging. It was 
reported that very early heavy rains interfered 
with early nestings but that the remainder of the 
season was highly favorable. Summer waterfowl 
populations there showed definite increases in all 
species except shoveller, gadwall, and pintail; with 
especially strong increases in mallard, baldpate, 
blue-winged teal, ring-necked duck, lesser scaup, 
ruddy duck, and coot (Alexander) . 

Hawks and owls.—On the extensive Red Lake 
Game Refuge in Lake of the Woods Co., Minn., 
during the period of Aug. 17 to Aug. 27, Brecken- 
ridge derived great satisfaction from observing a 
number of family groups of marsh, red-tailed, 
broad-winged, and sparrow hawks as well as indi- 
vidual pigeon hawks, and goshawks, all of which 
probably nested in the area. Trapping data and 
field observation showed a high meadow mouse 
population in the area which could well account 
for the high hawk populations. 

An early incubating horned owl was found in 
Calhoun Co., Mich., on Feb. 6 and the voung left 
this nest during the first week in Mav (Walkin- 
shaw). The same observer reported a pair of bald 
eagles in Pioneer Park, Muskegon Co., Mich., on 
June 26; and another pair with a nest containing 
2 nearly grown young, July 2, near Montague, 
Muskegon Co., Mich.; one red-shouldered hawk 
nest located in Calhoun Co., Mich., Apr. 17, and 2 
others in Eaton Co., Apr. 30. A_red-shouidered 
hawk nest with young was found at Willow River, 
Pine Co., Minn., Apr. 7 (Rosenwinkel). An early 
broad-winged hawk nest for the Minneapolis-St. 
Paul area had the first egg laid on Mav (Self). 
\ pigeon hawk found on May go on an island in 
Lake Vermilion, St. Louis Co., Minn., gave strong 
indications of nesting (Mayr). 

Grouse.—Ruffed grouse have increased consider- 
ably in central and northern Minnesota. Sharp- 
tailed and spruce grouse are also increasing, but 
not as markedly as the ruffed. Minnesota pheas- 
ants had a good hatching and wet weather came 
late enough to allow good survival of young. Young 
ruffed grouse were reported on the wing, July 3, 
at Ludington, Mason Co., Mich. (Kenaga). 

Cranes.—At least 3 pairs of sandhill cranes were 
reported from the Baker Sanctuary, Calhoun Co., 
Mich. One nest contained one egg, April 27; a 
second egg was laid and the young hatched, May 
28. There was a pair in a small marsh 2 miles 
from the Baker Sanctuary and another pair in 
Eaton Co., 5 miles northeast of the Sanctuary, April 
go. A second nest with 2 eggs was found, April 
go, in Jackson Co., in the Mud Lake Marsh. At 
least 3 pairs nested in this marsh. Cranes were 
heard in 14 places on July 31, in Strongs in Chip- 
pewa County (Walkinshaw) . 


and 


Gulls 
Forster's 


terns.—Robbins reported about 12 
terns at Horicon Marsh in Dodge Co., 
Wis. On June 10 a nest of this species was found 
containing 2 and one young’ (Harold 
Mathiak) , the first nesting record in the state in 
recent years. A colony of 200 common terns was 
found at Midland, Mich., on June 11 (Kenaga). 
The herring gull colony on Knife Island in Lake 
Superior near Duluth contained 228 nests with 68 
eggs and 405 young gulls on June 18. This was 
a considerable increase over previous years (Bronel 


‘COS 
eges 


et al.). 
Perching Several 


northern limits of the 


birds. bear on the 
Acadian flycatcher. Robbins 
Milwaukee on July 15 
and several present in Wyalusing Park, 
Wisconsin, June 27-29, “where they 
breed, although specific evidence is 
Michigan a nest of this bird was 
found in Calhoun Co. on June 12 (Dyer and 
Walkinshaw) ; another was located on Aug. 5 in 
Kalamazoo Co. (Walkinshaw) , 


records 


reported one seen in 
(Frister) 
southwest 
undoubtedly 


lacking.” In 


and in the same 
area Mrs. Hall reported them at g stations. <A 
Bell’s vireo nest with young was found in Mazom- 
anie, Wis., on July 26 (Robbins). Walkinshaw 
reported 6 male Kirtland warblers observed on a 
new area in southern Oscoda Co., and eastern 
Crawford Co., Mich., May 28-30. In the same area 
and on June 25 he found a prairie warbler nest 
with 4 eggs. ‘Lhe eastward extension of the range 
of the western meadowlark is becoming more firmly 
established as indicated by the Michigan breeding 
records: adults feeding young at 2 stations near 
Kalamazoo, May 20 and June go (Hall); and nest- 
ing at Freeland (Kenaga). ‘The similar eastward 
movement Of Brewer’s blackbird is indicated by 2 
breeding colonies at Kalamazoo (Fleugel) and a 
colony at Eagle River, Vilas Co., in northern Wis. 
(Almon). Young of the black and white warblei 
were found on June g at Midland, Mich. (Ken- 
aga) , and a nest with 3 young was found in Anoka 
Co., Minn., July 27 (Gunderson). Robbins re- 
ported another good year for the dickcissel in 
southern Wisconsin. Two nests and 
eggs were found near Kalamazoo, Mich., on June 
24 and another on July 2 (Fleugel) and the bird 
was reported from the same locality at 5 stations, 
2 with young on May 20 and June go (Hall). It 
appears to be definitely not a dickcissel year in 
Minnesota. One bird was reported on July 8 in 
Mille Lacs Co., central Minnesota (Breckenridge) . 
Otherwise none have been reported except along 
the extreme southern border of the state. Immature 
Leconte’s sparrows were collected, Aug. 21, at Peli- 
can Lake, Wright Co., Minn. (Warner and Tor- 
doff). The nest of the very rarely encountered 
chestnut-collared longspur, containing 3 large 
young was found in Clay Co., Minn., on July 20 
(Nelson) .—-H. L. GUNDERSON AND W. J. BRECKEN- 
RIDGE, Minnesota Museum Nat. Hist., University of 
Minneapolis, Minneapolis 14, Minn. . 


and western 


(Middlewestern Prairie Region continued on page 238) 


MIDDLEWESTERN PRAIRIE REGION,— The 
pleasant spring was followed by the warmest summer 
in more than 10 years. The rainfall was not far 
from normal for 
the region as a 
whole, although 
some parts had 





rather heavy 
rains in late 
: June. There 
were no wide- 






spread wind or 
hail storms and 
_2.| it is doubtful if 
the weather in- 
terfered with the nesting success of any species. 

Cormorants.—Although double-crested —cormo- 
rants are not common at any season in the Lake 
Erie district, a small colony of nesting birds per- 
sists on the Big Chicken Islands. ‘Iwelve young 
were produced there this summer (Trautman) . 

Herons.—Evidence from this region shows that 
the Am. egret is continuing to increase as a nesting 
bird. New colonies, mostly small but growing, are 
found almost every year along the Mississippi and 
Illinois Rivers. At De Pue on the Illinois, where 
there were 25 nests three years ago, there were 200 
nests this year (Bartel). A flock of 44, many with 
plumes, in mid-June on the Missouri River near 
Atchison, Kans., suggests the possibility of nesting 
in that area, where the egret has not been known 
to nest. Information about the post-nuptial flight 
of southern herons is not yet complete, but from 
the evidence available it appears that this summer's 
flight was normal. Am. egrets up to the number 
of a dozen or so were to be found in marshes al- 
most everywhere in the region and it was possible 
to count 100 or more at a few favored locations. 
Little blue herons, typically, were common in the 
southern part of the region but much less common 
farther north. For example, as many as 40 might 
be counted in suitable places in southern Illinois 
or at the rapids of the Ohio near Louisville while 
3 or 4 was a good number to be seen at any place 
in the northern part of the region. Snowy egrets 
were scarce, as usual, with early reports of these 
birds at Chicago (Campbell) , Carbondale in south- 
ern Illinois (Brewer), and at Louisville, 6 on Aug. 
} (Lovell). 

Ducks.—It was a successful nesting season for all 
of the ducks of this region, including the wood 
duck. Fifteen broods of the latter were hatched 
within the city limits of Quincy, Il]., and many were 
given assistance in crossing the city streets to reach 
the sloughs along the Mississippi River. Ruddy 
ducks, which have nested a few times in previous 
years at Chicago, were seen this summer again at 
Baker Lake and Lake Calumet but were not known 
to nest. 

Hawks and owls—Man-made Kentucky Lake con- 
tinues to bring new birds into that area. Ospreys 
nested this year on an island in the lake and a bald 
eagle nested for the third year on the lake just 
across the state line in Tennessee, the only modern 
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DISTRIBUTION OF NORTH AMERICAN BIRDS 


The Breeding Distribution of the Virginia Rail 


Chandler S. Robbins 


In the May 1947 issue of dudubon Field Notes 
the editors started publication of a series of maps 
North 


were 


showing breeding or winter distribution of 
American. birds. 
based upon 
ei. S: 
only observations sent in over a period of 65 vears 
by Fish and Wildlife (formerly Biological 
Survey) employees and a corps of cooperative ob- 
servers throughout the United States and Canada. 


but also, records published in the major ornitholog 


These “preliminary” 
data in the 


maps 
distribution files of the 
Fish and Wildlife Service, representing not 


Service 


ical journals, and data copied from the catalogs of 
various museums. In all but the first 
the approximate abundance of the 

shown that 


two maps, 
species was 
known. 


wherever information was 


The readers of Audubon Field Notes were asked 
to contribute their knowledge of the status of each 
species in their own localities, so that a more nearly 
complete and up-to-date map could be prepared, 
Fine cooperation was received in several sections 
of the country, but the publication of revised maps 
has been postponed pending the receipt of addi- 


tions and corrections from the remainder of the 
area. 
Phe regular publication of distribution maps 


has been our objective; however, their actual ap 
pearance has been quite irregular due to space limi- 
tations and lack of time for preparation. In con- 
tinuing this series after a lapse of a year the first 
group of birds to be represented will be the rails, 
coots and gallinules—an important group from the 
point of view of the conservationist and sportsman, 
but one for which it has been difficult te obtain a 
true picture of abundance due to the 
habits which characterize most of these species. 
Vhis series will present a challenge to bird ob- 
servers, throughout the United States and Canada, 
to aid in the wise management of these game spe- 


secretive 


cies by furnishing additional data on their distri- 
bution and abundance. 

Phe accompanying preliminary map of the breed- 
ing distribution of the Virginia rail 
cola) 


(Rallus limi- 
includes only definite nesting records (nests, 
cges, and/or young not yet able to fly). It is ou 
desire to supplement this map first with other def- 
inite breeding records—then to fill in the breeding 
range with symbols showing the bird’s abundance 
at localities where it is known to summer regularly, 
but from which no definite nest evidence is avail- 
able. At the extremities of the range, however, it 


will be necessary to show only those localities 
where nesting is a proved fact. 

Please study the accompanying map carefully, 
and if the status is not correctly shown for vour 
editor, Audubon 
Field Notes, giving the correct status for your local- 
itv. and telling in detail what evidence of nesting 
is available. 
be indicated as follows: If not more than g indi- 
viduals can be found in one day during the breed- 


ing season, designate the species as rare; 4 to 8 


localitv, communicate with the 


Abundance of rails and gallinules may 


uncommon; g to 20, common; and over 20, abun- 
dant. criteria, taken from page 152. of 
Milton ‘Trautman’s “The Birds of Buckeve Lake, 
Ohio,” Univ. Mich. Mus. Zool. Misc. Pub. 44. 1940, 
should apply equally well to other sections of the 


country.) 


(These 


One additional breeding record of special inter- 
from the map in order that the 
scale not be reduced anv further. It referred to a 
specimen and three sets of eggs collected on July 
8-10, 1904, at 8600 ft. altitude near Lerma, in the 
vallev of Toluca, State of México, by E. A. Gold- 
man. Extralimital races restricted to South America 
have intentionally been omitted. 

\ limited number of reprints of this and other 
maps are available on request. 


est was omitted 





(Continued from page 237) 


record in this area away from the Mississippi River 
(De Lime). 
hawks with 
northern 


Phere was a nesting pair of duck 
young on the cliffs near 
lowa (Hodges). Is 


McGregor in 
this the only aerie 
known at present in this region? Near Quincy a 
pair of saw-whet owls reared 3 young (Musselman) . 
This is the second nesting known to have occurred 
in the state. 

Phe remarkable nest-finding feats of Van Camp 
near Voledo have opened the eves of many people 
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to what is possible for a skilled and active observer 
in a populous farming area. Here is a partial sum- 
mary of his almost incredible accomplishments this 
nests of red-tailed hawks, 21 young 
banded in 10 nests; 6 nests of bald eagles; 8 nests 


season: 13 


of sparrow hawks, 32 young banded in 7 nests; 8 
nests of barn owls, 20 voung banded in 5 nests; 19 
nests of screech owls, 61 voung banded in 15 nests; 
11 nests of great horned owls, 20 voung banded in 
1O nests. 


(Continued on page 240) 
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Shorebirds.—Reports from various localities in- 
dicate that the upland plover may be slowly in- 
creasing as a nesting bird in this region. Are these 
reports a result purely of better observation in re- 
cent years? ‘Too late for inclusion in the Spring 
Migration Field Notes was a report of the rare 
Hudsonian godwit at Chicago on June 4 and 5 
(Dean, Campbell and others) . 

Gulls and terns—The herring gulls in the west- 
ern Lake Erie region continue to invade and take 
over the islands where common terns formerly 
nested. On Big Chicken Island, for example, 
where there was a flourishing colony of common 
terns a few years ago, there were 405 herring gull 
nests on May 5 (Trautman). We have no reports 
of successful mass nestings of terns in western Lake 
Erie this year although a few young were reared on 
Starve Island, which had a large loafing population 
of herring gulls and at least one gull nest. Another 
poor nesting season for common terns raises doubt 
about the future of these birds in this area al- 
though there is no scarcity of adults yet. 

Kingbirds, cliff swallows—Two pairs of western 
kingbirds mentioned in the spring Field Notes re- 
mained through July at the Janesville, Wis., air- 
port, but no nests were found (Boynton). The 
cliff swallow appears and disappears erratically as 
a nesting bird in this region. A nest with 4 eggs 
on May go near Cincinnati was the first breeding 
record for that area (Austing). 

Wrens.—The house wren, which is so common 
throughout most of this region, has been consid- 
ered a “rare migrant” in Kentucky until fairly re- 
cent years. Now, however, it is being discovered 
more and more frequently in summer, and _ this 
vear, for the third successive season, Wilson found 
2 nests at Bowling Green. <A pair of short-billed 
marsh wrens on Aug. 6 was a record of local inter- 
est at Murphysboro, Ill. The male sang and the 
female scolded but no nest was found (Brewer) . 

Waxwings, shrikes—Cedar waxwings with 2 
young almost ready to leave the nest on July g at 
Quivira near Kansas City was the second nesting 
record for the species in Kansas (Hodges) . Although 
exact evidence is not available from most localities, 
there is a widespread opinion that the migrant 
shrike is less common today than it was 25 or 50 
years ago. It is possible that a decline in shrikes 
parallels the decreasing use by farmers of osage 
orange for field boundaries. These thorny thickets 
provided a favorite nesting place for shrikes. 

Vireos, warblers—A few nests of Bell’s vireos 
have been found in each of the last g years at In- 
dianapolis; and this year at Murphysboro, IIL, 
where the bird had not been recognized previously, 
5 nests were found. It is uncertain how much of 
this apparent extension of range is actually a result 
of better field work locally. 

Work by Nolan in south-central Indiana this 
summer demonstrated that there is still an oppor- 
tunity for major discovery in some localities of the 
Midwest. The hooded warbler has been consid- 
ered a rare migrant in south and central Indiana, 
with no reports of summer birds for many years, 
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although Ridgway and others considered it com- 
mon here in the 1880’s. This year Nolan and as- 
sociates examined Morgan-Monroe State Forest, a 
15,000-acre tract of hilly woodland 10 miles north 
of Bloomington. Here with relatively small effort 
they were able to locate at least 15 singing males. 
Here also they found at least 10 singing males of 
the black and white warbler, which has been seen 
in summer only twice at Indianapolis, 40 miles to 
the north. Freeman discovered a Lawrence’s war- 
bler, mated with a blue-winged warbler, feeding 
young out of the nest on June 25 near Wilmington 
in northern Illinois. ‘The Lawrence’s warbler was 
believed to be a male. Both young birds appeared 
to be blue-winged warblers. Several solitary vireos 
and magnolia warblers were found singing in early 
July in Stebbins Gulch, a rugged forest with large 
hemlocks near Cleveland (Hill and Carrothers) . 
Both birds have been known to nest previously in 
this part of Ohio, probably the only nesting station 
for both species in this region. A chestnut-sided 
warbler carrying food on June 25 near Waukegan 
was of interest in that locality, where the species is 
seldom seen in summer (Clow, Morrow) . 

Bluebirds——This year Musselman at Quincy esti- 
mated that 2500 bluebirds were hatched in boxes 
he had placed. The amazing work of this man sug- 
gests that bluebirds can be brought back in other 
areas, too, if people can be interested in putting up 
nesting boxes. Near Chicago, Bartel found that 
bluebird egg sets became smaller as the season ad- 
vanced: 5 eggs per set in April, 3 and 4 per set in 
May and June, and g per set in July. 

Blackbirds.—Small colonies of Brewer's blackbirds 
(about 10 pairs near Dolton) and vellow-headed 
blackbirds (at least 3 pairs at Lake Calumet and a 
similar number near Millburn) produced young 
successfully in the Chicago area (Bartel, Campbell 
and Clow). These are eastern outposts of western 
forms that are rare in this region. 

Sparrows.—Good field work by Cincinnati people 
in recent years has been adding many “firsts” to 
the records of that area. This year Savannah spar- 
rows, never before known to nest in southwestern 
Ohio, have been found nesting in several places. 
A Savannah sparrow was seen several times, last 
on July 15, at Murphysboro, Ill., where it had 
never been found in summer previously. Nesting 
song sparrows are being reported farther and far- 
ther south in Kentucky; this year a nest with 4 
eggs at Providence extended the breeding range a 
little farther southwest in this state—HARoLp May- 
FIELD, 2557 Portsmouth Ave., Toledo, Ohio. 


CENTRAL SOUTHERN REGION, — As repre- 
sented by conditions at Baton Rouge, this summer 
was unusually wet and humid but unattended by 
the record-breaking heat that swept over other 
parts of the country. Temperatures for the period 
averaged slightly below normal, never rising above 
96°. Following a rather dry June, rain fell almost 
daily thereafter, only three days in July and the 
first half of August passing without at least local 
showers. The resulting precipitation for July was 





11.5 in., almost 





twice normal. 
The main 
course of the 
Missi s 
sippi River, 
which receives 


no appreciable 
drainage from 
within Louisi- 
ana, was hard- 
New Orleans 














ly affected; the heights at 


gauge 


did not rise consistently above the median of past 


years until late in the period. But in the Delta, 
below the levees, the water level was unseasonably 
high, and, elsewhere in the southeastern portion of 
the state, correspondents complained that the 
flooded condition of the ground. made field work 
difficult. In spite of the wet weather, the general 
impression conveyed by most reports was that of a 
successful nesting season; there were 25 comments 
on increases Or range extensions to only 8 on de- 
creases. Weston in northwestern Florida was the 
only one to conclude that ground-nesting birds suf- 
fered, and he, only through inference. Severe 
squalls and frequent electrical storms on the coast 
did littke damage to the marshland. Plantings on 
the Delta National Wildlife Refuge at Pilottown, 
La., thrived, and the prospects for food and cover 
for migratory waterfowl during the coming autumn 
are excellent. 


Grebes.—A reduction in the breeding population 
of pied-billed grebes this year at Rosedale, Miss., 
following an exceptionally heavy spring migration 
(M. G. Vaiden) , contrasts with one of the few in- 
stances of its breeding at Pensacola, Fla., where a 
pair of adults were convoying half-grown young on 
June 1g (Weston), and with the first established 
summering of a pair at Birmingham, Ala., where, 
however, a juvenal had been recorded on July 11, 
1948 (T. A. Imhof) . 


Herons and ibises——The increased depth of the 
ponds and the muddied condition of the passes 
made it hard for the herons to see and obtain food 
in some coastal areas. Kent Myers said that as a 
result fewer snowy and Am. egrets and great blue 
herons than usual remained on the Delta Refuge. 
Surprisingly, however, the green heron, seemingly 
the least suited of all the herons to deep-water 
foraging, appeared more numerous than at any 
time during the past few years. The same wet 
weather that made conditions near the Gulf un- 
favorable for waders sheeted low-lying fields inland 
with shallow pools, a development the birds seem 
to have been quick to appreciate. The numbers 
of snowy egrets about Baton Rouge were estimated 
to be almost double last summer’s banner influx 
(F. J. Buchmann) ; the species, seldom seen on the 
Wheeler Refuge in northern Alabama until mid- 
summer, arrived on May 3 and remained through- 
out the period (T. Z. Atkeson) ; 3 immature Louis- 
iana herons visited New University Lake on June 
go (Lowery), furnishing the first record for that 


month in the vicinity of Baton Rouge. According 
to J. Kidd, drainage of a large swamp after the 
start of the nesting season brought disaster to a 
long established heronry northeast of Lottie, La. 
He found dozens of nests containing dead young 
of the yellow-crowned night heron and inferred 
that the parent birds had been unable to find 
enough food in the changed habitat to keep their 
offspring from starving—a somewhat questionable 
conclusion in view of the extensive and still swampy 
bottomland a few miles away. Eggs of the great 
blue heron were still being incubated in a small 
newly discovered colony of mixed herons near Pen- 
sacola on the very late date of July 3 (Weston). 
A notable concentration of 600 wood ibises on July 
15 at the White River National Wildlife Refuge, 
St. Charles, Ark., decreased sharply through later 
July and early August (P. J. Van Huizen). On 
May 7, Buchmann and Maddox investigated a large 
white ibis colony strung along an abandoned lum- 
ber railroad bed 1.5 miles southwest of Poncha- 
toula, La. So uniform was the development of 
the nestlings that they were unable to find any 
contrasting stages of growth to photograph among 
an estimated total population of 40,000 birds! 

Ducks—The refuge managers reported: more 
mottled ducks using the Delta Refuge, and a good 
hatch; mallards continuing to nest at Wheeler as 
in several springs past; the wood duck population 
reduced at White River. A surprising number of 
records were received of hooded mergansers in 
Louisiana during the breeding season: occasionally 
seen in wooded swamps west of Mandeville (Col- 
onel Eastman) ; present in the late spring and early 
summer below New Orleans (Bausch) ; summering 
on a lake near Ferriday, Concordia Parish (R. K. 
Yancy). Two ducklings said to have been received 
several years ago at Baines and raised to maturity 
constitute the only previous published occurrence 
of the species in the state during the breeding sea- 
son since Beyer, Allison, and Kopman’s generalized 
statement in 1907 of its nesting there. At Pensa- 
cola, 2 red-breasted mergansers lingered until July 
31 (Weston), and at Mobile Delta, Ala., 2 canvas- 
backs remained through June and July (Lueth). 

Hawks.—The red-tailed hawk is one of a small 
group of birds that both winter and nest in Louis- 
iana and inferentially occurs there every day of the 
year, but whose presence in July has never become 
a matter of published record. The identification 
of an immature of this species on July 31 along 
River Road, south of Baton Rouge (Moore) finally 
bridges this particular gap. M. G. Vaiden states 
that sparrow hawks are becoming increasingly nu- 
merous in the “Delta” near Rosedale, Miss., where 
for two decades not a nest was found nor young 
located, and that Mississippi kites are now plentiful 
in a new nesting area, occupied after the destruc- 
tion of one of their original nesting tracts by war- 
time logging. 

Rails through skimmers.—Particularly interesting 
because of R. F. Miller’s Baton Rouge observations 
of May 6 is a second late occurrence of the Virginia 
rail far south of its known breeding range. On 


241 








\pril 24, May 28 and again on June 5, Imhof noted 
1 to 2 individuals in a tract of cattails growing ovei 
mud and coal washings at Birmingham, Ala. The 
unstable nature of the marsh made a search for 
indications of nesting impossible. A survey of the 
borders of City Park Lake, Baton Rouge, this sea- 
son (L. Glasgow and others) resulted in the dis- 
covery of 5 nests of the purple gallinule, 2 of them 
empty. Egg dates were: set of 2, June 13; sets of 
3. June go and go. Eight adults were present, and 
on July 5, 3 young were seen. A pair of purple 


gallinules nesting at Legion Lake near Rosedale, 
Miss. (Vaiden), was the first to do so in many 
vears. The only data from the seabird colonies on 


the coastal islands were secured on a 3-hour visit 
to Isle au Pitre, La., on June 11 (Buchmann, Rob- 
inson, and others). About 200 pairs of black skim- 
‘vere nesting there with scattered laughing 
gulls and a few Forster’s terns. None of the skim- 
this date, and some of 
contain Most of the 
laughing gull nests, on the other hand, held eithe 
pipped eg chicks. At Pilot- 
town, La., the skimmers were more abundant than 
thev have been in a long time (Mvers) . 

Doves through flycatchers. 


mers 


mers’ eges had hatched by 
the nests did not vet 


eggs. 


gs or newiv-hatched 


\ ground dove seen 

Francisville, La., on July 1 
is unusual for that locality at 
that season. Reports of road-runners from north- 
western Louisiana are increasing: 2 or g pairs in 
Caddo Parish in July, one of them near Blanchard, 
northwest of Shreveport (S. Beauheauf); a half- 
grown bird at Stonewall, also in Caddo Parish, 18 
miles south of Shreveport, July 31 (P. Hinton); a 
single individual 11 miles northeast of Bossier City, 
Bossier Parish, on July go (Clair Brown). The 
last record shows that the species has crossed the 
Red River; but R. Moody reported a current rumor 
that the road-runner, like some othe 
mals in the northwestern part of the state, was 
originally introduced. A set of nighthawk eggs in 
the process of hatching on July 24 at Pensacola 
was the latest Weston had ever known. A  scissor- 
tailed flycatcher was observed on July 26 5 miles 
south of Benton, La., and 4 others, 3 of them with 
the short-tailed appearance of immatures, 5.5 miles 
north of Bossier City (C. Shaw). On Mav 17, 
M. H. Perry saw a phoebe apparently building a 
nest on a timber at the mouth of a small coal 
mine at Lindberg, 8 miles north of Birmingham, at 
an elevation of only 500 ft. The one previous breed- 
ing record that far south in Alabama is for the top 
of Red Mountain, more feet high. Two 
other peripheral nests of the phoebe were reported 
this Mav from Tennessee (Demett Smith) , the sec- 
ond and third for Shelby County. Imhof found 
the Acadian flycatcher apparently on the increase 
near Birmingham, nesting in several places where 
he had not previously seen it and even occupying 
woods drier than usual. An olive-sided flycatcher 
collected on May 18 from a group of g in a stand 
of willows and cypress near Rosedale, Miss., 
(Vaiden) was reported too late for inclusion in 
the spring notes. 


at’ Baines, near St. 


(Lindsay Winston) 


western ani- 
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Robins, waxwings, starlings —TVhe most amply 
documented of all trends this season is the increase 
and spread of the robin in the southern part of its 
range. In urban and suburban Birmingham, where 
15 years ago the species did not breed at all, late 
summer flocks were all over the lawns, fully as 
abundant as in the New York City area. First 
added to the breeding list of Florida only last year, 
they again successfully reared a brood at Pensa- 
cola, the voung leaving the nest on June 26 (Wes- 
ton). In Louisiana, where the species has escaped 
written notice entirely in July and where evidence 
of breeding in the southern parishes is unusual 
(except in the city of New Orleans where a few 
breed each year), the following reports are of in- 
terest: 1 adult in Baton Rouge, July 21 (Krebs); a 
speckled immature in another part of the citv, Aug. 
14 (Moore). A cedar waxwing carrving twigs at 
Manmoth Springs, Ark., is the first indication. of 
nesting by that species in that region in 20 years 
of observation (Coffey). Though the starlings have 
taken to Jackson, Miss., (S. Davison) and though 
their annually at Baton 
Rouge since 1941, notice of their summer occur- 
rence farther south has been limited to occasional 
reports of the birds themselves until Mav 25, of 
this vear, when Earl Smith and Stanley Arthur de- 
tected 3 nests in the girders of a trolley 
New Orleans. 
of other 


nests have been noted 


barn in 
Subsequently reports were received 
Belle 
Algiers, as well as along the Gentilly 


nestings just 
Chasse and 
Highway. 
Warblers.—Imhof's 
northern Alabama 


across the river at 


warblers in 
includes the fol- 
lowing highlights: 215 individuals of 14 species, not 
including the parula and yellow-throat, listed. in g 
hours along the Warrior River on July 30; male 
oven-bird heard singing on July 5 at Edgewater, 4 
miles from Birmingham and 60 miles southwest of 
the nearest-known nesting station; 3 Blaekburnian 
warblers at Birmingham on July 25, the only spe- 
cies recorded in July and not known to breed in 
the state; fall migrant or wandering black-throated 
green warblers near Birmingham as early as July 
8; 6 singing male yellow warblers at Tuscaloosa on 
Mav 29. an unprecedented occurrence although 
they become locally breeders at 
Birmingham within the past 10 vears; singing male 
worm-eating warbler on May 21 on the Cahaba 
River (Perry and Prather), 10 miles below the pre- 
vious southernmost record, in 1898 In line with 
the reported increase of the vellow warbler south- 
ward as a breeder are 6 individuals counted within 
half a mile along the wooded batture just west of 
Louisiana State University on July 24 (Lowery and 
Buchmamn), 1 day in advance of the previous 
earliest return -migration date in that area. Pro- 
thonotary warblers were very numerous at White 
River Refuge, where 48 were counted on June 16 
(Van Huizen) ; the species nested in a small nesting 
box at Pollock, La., where they were apparently 
feeding young on July 4-8 (C. R. Shaw). The 
presence -of the prothonotary warbler on the coast 
at “Pensacola on Aug. 6. and the hooded 


account of the 
this summe 


have abundant 


warble 


there on July 31, both far from their nearest known 
nesting areas in the inland river swamps, indicates 
migratory movement on the part of these species. 
Blackbirds, orioles, dickcissels—This year Vaiden 
located 26 nests of the Baltimore oriole within the 
town limits of Rosedale, Miss., an above average 
concentration; an immature, seen in company with 
migratory orchard orioles on Aug. 7 at Pensacola, 
was one of the few ever recorded in that region. 
4 male and female great-tailed grackle observed 
on May 28 at Commerce, Tex., 270 miles from the 
Gulf of Mexico, by Norah O'Neil was the first pair 
found by her in that On June 2 ihey 
appeared to have a nest and on July 4 were seen 
feeding 4 young. 
bird in 
records of 


vicinity. 


The cowbird is a rare breeding 
Alabama, but Imhof cites several recent 
which the latest was that of a summer 

tanager feeding a cowbird at Edgewater (2 miles 
Birmingham) in late July and early Au- 

more dickcissels at Rosedale, 
Miss., this season than in many years; 14 nests were 
located along a 1000 ft. stretch of levee just north of 
the town limits (Vaiden). Imhof reported the first 
instance of its nesting in the area between the ‘Ten- 
nessee Valley and the prairie belt around Mont- 
gomery: 2 pairs at Grasselli throughout May and 
June with one pair seen feeding yvoung.—GeorcI 
H. Lowery, JRr., Museum of 
State University, Baton Rouge. 
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NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION, — 
Weather conditions were generally quite favorable 
for nesting in the Northern Great Plains Region. 
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There were only a few violent storms reported 
from some areas. 

Grebes.—Four thousand eared grebes were pro- 
duced on Bowdoin Refuge, Malta, Mont. (Snyder) . 
\n estimated 500 western grebes were raised on 
Upper Souris Refuge, Foxholm, N. Dak., and 3000 
used the area during the nesting season (Ferma- 
nick). High water still prevailed at Des Lacs Ref- 
uge, Kenmare, N. Dak., which resulted in 
nests than usual. 


fewer 


Pelicans and cormorants.—White pelicans had 
a successful nesting season with 3500 young reared 
at Bowdoin Refuge, Malta, Mont. (Snyder); 500 
young at Medicine Lake Refuge, Medicine Lake, 


Mont. (Crawford); and 1100 at Chase Lake Rel 
uge in North Dakota (Nelson). Eight hundred 
fifty voung double-crested cormorants were raised 


on Bowdoin Refuge. 
Herons.—An estimated 1000 black-crowned night 
herons were found nesting in an aspen thicket sui 
rounding a pothole about 16 miles southwest of 
Kenmare, N. Dak. (Gammell). Many 
destroved by local farmers who were under the im 
pression that the herons destroyed chickens. One 
report was that 132 voung herons were killed in 1 
dav. <A egret was seen at Medicine Lake 
Refuge on June 18. Two were seen on July 20 
and remained until July 28 (Crawford) . 
Waterfow!.—Farming activities are probably one 
of the greatest hazards to nesting waterfowl in this 
area. Mr. Hammond's nesting 
were well put and follow: “Large numbers of wat 
erfowl nested on agricultural areas. 


young were 


snowy 


notes on SUCCESS 
Spring plow 
ing destroved large numbers of mallard and pin 
tail nests, as it undoubtedly does in anv vear when 
there is water in all the potholes and depressions 
in the grain fields and when spring work is de- 
laved. \ sample of nests observed which were 
moved over during plowing operations indicated 
that if they the same dav by 
crows there was a fair chance for survival. Having 
losses were very Farmers reported mowing 
over almost 1 duck nest per acre on hayland_ bor- 


dering potholes and sloughs. 


were not destroved 


greal. 


Loss of females was 
reported as great as 25 per cent of the number of 
nests found and in one instance a farmer found 3 
nests on a small acreage and killed all 3 hens. Hay 
ing coincided with the peak of nesting for most 
species.” Many young ducks were lost in the 
vicinity of Bowdoin Refuge, Malta, Mont., where 
having took place 2 weeks earlier than usual in the 
irrigated areas. The voung were not only killed 
by having equipment but the loss of cover left 
them open to attack by predators. 
sponsible for some of 


Gulls were re- 
the predation. 
Refuge had 350 pairs of 


Bowdoin 
nesting Canada geese. 
Average brood size was 5 at the time the birds took 
to the water (Snvder). At Lower Souris Refuge, 
Canada geese were nesting by Apr. 19 and broods 
(Hammond). Mallards were 
nesting in western North Dakota by Apr. 19. By 
May g the males were seen in small bands and by 
June 16 in flocks up to 25, birds. 
flightless by Julv g. 


were seen on Mav 20 


Many males were 
An albino gadwall hen, ap- 
parently the same one which had been seen on the 
Lower Souris Refuge for the past 3 years, was seen 
with a brood of normally colored young in early 
August (Mann). The survey made by the North 
Dakota Game and Fish Department showed the 
pintail to be the most abundant duck this vear, 
replacing the blue-winged teal which was first last 
year (Hjelle). First pintail eggs were noted on 
Apr. 13 to 20. The males were banding by May 
11 and were flightless by July 3 (Hammond). In 
Manitoba the first eggs were found Apr. 15 to 20 
(Hawkins) . 

Hawks.—Hawks continued at a low population 
level throughout the region. Marsh hawks were 
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present in usual numbers in some parts of North 
Dakota. Sparrow hawks were the only ones present 
in usual numbers in the vicinity of Yankton, S. Dak. 
(Larrabee) . 

Upland game birds.—Prairie chickens showed a 
slight Arrowwood Refuge, Kensal, 
N. Dak. Sharp-tailed grouse continued 
to increase in North Dakota. One hundred fifty 
adult and young sage hens at Bowdoin Refuge rep- 
resents an increase (Snyder) . 

Rails and coots.—Sora rails were reported as in- 
creasing at Wauchope, Sask. (Nixon), and at Sas- 
katoon, Sask. (McPherson). Newly hatched young 
were seen on Lower Souris on June 15 (Ham- 
mond). The nesting coot population was down in 
most places. Long Lake Refuge, Moffitt, N. Dak., 
showed a decrease of gg per cent (Bradley), and 
\rrowwood Refuge a decrease of 50 to 70 per cent 
(Nelson) . 


increase at 
(Nelson). 


Shorebirds.—Willets and avocets were abundant 
at Bowdoin Refuge with 5000 of each present when 
the young were seeen on the shorelines (Snyder) . 

Gulls——Three hundred fifty California 
to goo ring-billed gulls were reared on Chase Lake 
Refuge in North Dakota. Bowdoin Refuge had 
approximately 5000 California and ring-billed gulls 
nesting. Franklin’s gulls were on the wing by July 
14 at Lower Souris Refuge. 


and 800 


Doves, cuckoos, owls.—Mourning doves were re- 
ported as generally scarce in North Dakota except 
in the vicinity of Jamestown and Stutsman County 
where they were an abundant nester (Webster) and 
at Arrowwood Refuge where they were increasing 
(Nelson). They were also reported as increasing 
around Sioux Falls, $8. Dak. (Donahoe). A yellow- 
billed cuckoo nest containing 2 young was observed 
on Aug. g at Sioux Falls, $8. Dak. (Donahoe, Find- 
lev). Short-eared owls continued to be scarce with 
very few nesting reports. 

Swallows through sparrows.—Cliff swallows were 
reported from several places—25 nests on the side 
of a barn near Tower City, N. Dak. (Preston); 12 
under a near Buchanan, N. Dak. 
(Webster) ; 78 nests under a bridge near Epping, 
N. Dak. (Hanson); numbers nesting on sides of 
buildings and cther suitable places at LaCreek 
Refuge, Martin, $8. Dak. (Krumm). Sprague’s pipits 
were common again at Des Lacs and Lostwood Ref- 


nests bridge 


uges. They sang until late June and were heard 
again from July g0 to Aug. 5. A singing male 
Fennessee warbler was seen in a farm grove on 
July 13 near Argusville in Cass County, N. Dak. 
(Monson). An indigo bunting was seen at James- 
town, N. Dak., Julv 22 (Webster). A male lazuli 


bunting sang constantly throughout Julv in Kem- 
mare, N. Dak. ‘The lazuli has become increasingly 
common as a nester in Bismarck, N. Dak. (Reid). 
The dickcissel observation was made at Ar- 
gusville, N. Dak., on July 13 (Monson). Lark 
buntings were again abundant summer residents 
in the vicinity of LaCreek Refuge, Martin, S. Dak. 
(Krumm) .—Dr. AND Mrs. R. T. GAMMELL, Ken- 
mare, N. Dak. 
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SOUTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION, — 
Weather conditions were normal except for per- 
sistent June rains in the central and western parts, 
Both droughts and 
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lieved to have destroyed 
many nests of the least tern, spotted sandpiper, 
killdeer and piping plover (Collister) . 

Unusual distribuiion records include: double- 
crested cormorant, first nesting at Lake McConaughy 
near Ogallala, Nebr. (Collister); great blue and 
black-crowned night herons, nesting at North 
Platte, Nebr. (Collister); least bittern, Stillwater, 
Okla. (Baumgartner) ; killdeer, nesting at Weldona 
(Rollin) ; burrowing owl, North Platte (Collister) ; 
Lewis’s woodpecker, Weldona, Colo. (Rollin) ; 
white-necked raven, June 6, 15 miles northeast of 
North Platte (Collister) ; short-billed marsh wren, 
Topeka, Kans. (Nuss) ; rock wren, 2 nests, Ogallala 
(Collister); hooded warbler, ‘Topeka (Carson) ; 
blue grosbeak, a male and female at Weldona (Rol- 
lin) ; gray-headed junco, Weldona (Rollin) —F. M. 
BAUMGARTNER, Okla. A. and M. College, Stillwater, 
Oklahoma. 


SOUTH TEXAS REGION,— [here was no unsea- 
sonable cold weather during the breeding period. 
Precipitation was more than normal during March 
and April, less than 
normal during May 
and June, and far 
above normal dur- 
ing July and Au- 
gust. “Pemperatures 
were above normal 
during drought of 
May and June, and 
below normal dur- 
weather 
of July and August. 
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-The well-defined divisions 
of the weather had well-defined effects on birdlife. 
The water birds resident that 
started nesting early were hugely successful during 
the favorable weather of March and April. ‘The 
water birds (mostly migrants) that started nesting 
later (roseate spoonbill, black-necked stilt, purple 
vallinule, ete.) were successful with their first 
broods; but the drought of May and June dried up 
their feeding places, and curtailed further nesting 


General conditions. 


(mostly species) 


activities. Land birds were very successful in the 
early part of the period; there was a cessation of 
activity during the drought and heat of May and 
June, so that it looked as if later broods would not 
be raised. But with the coming of the rains and 
cooler weather in July and August, many species 
(e.g., mockingbird, cardinal, blue jay, Carolina 
wren) resumed nesting. For example, a mocking- 
bird finished a nest and laid the first egg in it on 
July 17. Young doves and passerine birds were 
leaving their nests till the very end of August. 
rhis resumption of active breeding after the sum- 
mer solstice is inconsistent with theories about the 
relation of increasing day-lengths to gonadal de- 
velopment. 

Pelicans and cormorants.—Brown pelicans had 
the best season in years. The beaches at favorable 
spots were crowded with thousands of immatures 
where hundreds are usually seen. ‘The Mexican 
cormorant, breeding later, and frequenting inland 
sloughs more than salt water marshes that do not 
dry up, had a poor season. There was some talk 
among “sportsmen’s’”” organizations about promot- 
ing cormorant-shoots; but the success of these 
schemes was uncertain. ‘The fishermen who feel 
themselves chiefly concerned do little gunning, es- 
pecially in summer. 

Herons.—Great blue (Ward’s) and black-crowned 
night herons began nesting very early. ‘The former 
was extremely successful; but apparently the latter 
is at a low point in one of its cycles. It had a poor 
season for no obvious cause. Am. egrets nest 
slightly earlier than snowies, and did correspond- 
ingly better this vear. For twenty vears Am. egrets 
have not been so abundant. Little blue herons 
do not nest abundantly in the region, but unprece- 
dented numbers of immatures appeared in the 
coastal plain in late summer. Louisiana herons, 
on a come-back last year from a long decline, 
barely held their gains this year. 

Ibises and spoonbill—Yhe_ white-faced glossy 
ibis, which did so extraordinarily well last year, 
seemed off to a good start in early spring. But in- 
formation now at hand does not indicate a highly 
successful season this year. Colonies of white ibis 
and roseate spoonbiil along the immediate coastal 
area did normally, but not unusually, well; inland 
colonies, where feeding places dried up in June, 
did very poorly, with virtual abandonment of the 
colonies in late May or early June. Meitzen visited 
the Vinet‘un Island Audubon Sanctuary in Galves- 
ton Bay on Apr. 23, and reported the following 
comparative data: great blue (Ward’s) heron with 
a few highly incubated eggs and many young in all 
stages of development; Am. egret with newly 
hatched and some well-feathered young; snowy 
egret with eggs and a few very small young: Louis- 
liana heron with a few nests still under construc- 
tion and a few eggs; little blue heron with a few 
eggs; green heron with 2 nests having 2 fresh eggs 
each; black-crowned night heron with a few eggs; 
white-faced glossy ibis with 15 nests having fresh 
esss, 


and other nests under construction; white ibis 


aD 


with many nests having 3-4 eggs, but no young; 


roseate spoonbill, about 175 pairs, with some nests 
under construction and many nests with 3-4 eggs. 

Rails and_ gallinules—Clapper rails, which 
brought off young in April and early May, had a 
highly successful season; the salt marshes resounded 
with their clapping. Purple gallinules arrived late 
in spring, had nests under construction as late as 
May 16 (Meitzen), and had a very poor season. 
Florida gallinules did much _ better. 

Shorebirds.—Killdeer had eggs as early as Mar. 
27 (McKay) and young by Apr. g (McKay) ; downy 
young were common sights throughout the coastal 
region till mid-May. Wilson’s plover had eggs on 
Apr. 24 (Heiser) and young by May 14 (Whitney) 
at Galveston; downy young were present on Bolivar 
Peninsula as late as Aug. 28. Black-necked stilts 
had eggs at Cove, Apr. 23 (McKay), but there were 
no reports of later breeding; and relatively few 
young were seen. 

Gulls and terns —Theoretically, this should have 
been an ideal season for gulls and terns. But there 
is no evidence that it was any better than usual; 
and gull-billed terns (which normally nest back 
from the beaches near sloughs that are subject to 
drying up) made a poor showing. Black skimmers 
did better than usual. 

Non-passerine land birds.—Mourning doves had 
a prolonged and fairly successful season, with young 
coming off the nest as late as Aug. 15, and probably 
later. Bob-whites had an excellent year. Screech 
owls had a nest on the mainland near Vingt’un 
Island, with 4 well incubated eggs on May 4 
(Meitzen) , and 5 young left a nest in Houston on 
May 29 (Craig). One of these young screech owls 
was seen bathing for some time in the spray from 
a lawn-sprinkler. Barn owls brought off numerous 
young in July and August, and were apparently 
ready for their second nesting season, which begins 
in September. Reports of nesting nighthawks 
were common (earliest on May 14). Young red- 
bellied woodpeckers were on the wing in Houston, 
May 5. Meitzen discovered 5 occupied flicker nests 
on the east side of Galveston Bay, opposite Vingt'un 
Island, May 6. This record is remarkable because 
the flicker has never been found nesting on the west 
side of the Bay. Pileated woodpeckers are growing 
more abundant annually. 

Passerine species ——A blanket statement covers all 
the nesting passerine species: They had a highly 
successful season. Nesting bluebirds were more 
common than for years. A_ pair of Baltimore 
orioles spent the season, and apparently had a nest, 
in Houston, a region where the species has not been 
reported as a nester previously (Mrs. Hurst). ‘The 
blue grosbeak and wood thrush likewise nested in 
Houston this vear (Heiser). Bronzed grackles had 
a tremendously successful season; but boat-tailed 
vrackles and red-wings (which nest in marshes) 
did not do well. Dickcissels were common every- 
where early in the season, but apparently did not 
remain to resume nesting later on. Seaside spar- 
rows were more common than for years previously. 

Grorce G. Wituiams, The Rice Institute, Hous- 
ton, Tex. 
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GREAT BASIN-CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
REGION,—From all indications, the breeding sea- 
son this year was quite successful. Hot and dry 
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weather prevailed during most of the period, but 
this had very litthe adverse effect on the nesting. 
Although few comparative data were received, it 
appears that throughout most of the Region the 
nesting season compared favorably with last vear. 
At the Bear River Refuge. Utah, there was an in- 
crease in most of the nesting species. 

Grebes and pelicans.—Eared grebes were common 
throughout the period at the Sheldon Antelope 
Refuge, Cedarville, Calif. (John E. Schwartz) . ‘Two 
pied-billed grebes were noted near Minden, Nev., 
June 4 (E. C. D. Marriage). White pelicans were 
observed throughout most of the region during the 
period; on Aug. 15 an estimated 3700 were observed 
on the Bear River Refuge. These birds come from 
the nesting colonies on the islands in Great Salt 
Lake to feed on the numerous small fish found in 
the Refuge waters. Western grebes nested in abun- 
dance at Bear River Refuge; also pied-billed and 
eared grebes nested in their usual numbers at BRR. 
\ flock of 25 double- 
crested cormorants was noted June 20 near Rye 
Patch Reservoir, Pershing Co., Nev., by Fred G. 
Evenden. 


Cormorants and herons. 


Black-crowned night herons were com- 
mon near Alamosa, Colo., until June 1; since then 
none have been observed there (Julia and Robert 
Armagast). Two pied-billed grebes, 2 American 
egrets. and 4 American bitterns were observed, 
June 15, near Carson City, Nev. (E.C.D.M.). Great 
blue herons and snowy egrets became common near 
Logan, Utah, in June (Dr. J. S. Stanford). The 
white-faced glossy ibis was reported as abundant 
at Carson Lake and the Stillwater area, Nev., June 
24 (F.G.E.). Fifty-nine double-crested cormorant 
nests were counted at BRR on Mav 25. Great blue 
herons, snowy egrets, black-crowned night herons, 
and white-facecd glossy ibises nested in their usual 
numbers at BRR. 

Geese.—Near Carson City, Nev., 24 Canada geese, 
with goslings, were noted (E.C.D.M.). Noland 
Nelson reports that 812 Canada geese were counted, 
June 16, at Ogden Bay Refuge, Utah, 250 at Farm- 
ington Bay Refuge, Utah, and 211 at the public 
shooting grounds near Penrose, Utah. Dr. Stan- 
ford reports several Canada geese near Logan, Utah. 
At the Sheldon Refuge, Nev., several broods were 
observed (J.E.S.). A total of 313 Canada goose 
broods was counted on one trip over the dikes 
at BRR, as compared with 391 for the maximum 
count last year. Average brood size was 4.5. 
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Ducks.—From information received, duck nesting 
throughout the region compares favorably with 
previous years, with some increases noted. Schwartz 
reported that production of gadwall and mallard 
at the Sheldon Refuge, Nev., was higher than in 
previous years; he also reported that green-winged 
teal, cinnamon teal, pintail, and ruddy were com- 
Oliver K. Scott reported that ducks 
in the locality of Casper, Wyo., had a very success- 
ful breeding season although much suitable breed- 
ing ground was still unoccupied. 


mon nesters. 


\ waterfowl cen- 
sus made July 1 at Ogden Bay Refuge, Utah, re- 
vealed 935 mallards, 1250 gadwalls, 18,560 pintails, 
1650 cinnamon teal, 2132 redheads, and 763 shovel- 
lers (N.N.). Undoubtedly a large percentage ot 
the pintails were non-nesters and male birds which 
had completed nesting activities. The summe 
residents and nesting population at Farmington 
Bav Refuge, Utah, totaled 2549, and at the Public 
Shooting Grounds near Penrose, Utah, the total was 
{162 (N.N.). Several mallard, pintail. and cinna- 
mon teal nests were reported near Salt Lake City by 
C. W. Lockerbie. 
prise approximately 10 per cent of available nesting 
area) at BRR, the following nests were counted: 
vadwall 192, cinnamon teal g5, mallard 34. redhead 
51. shoveller 5, pintail 7, blue-winged teal 1, and 
baldpate 1; this is an increase of 18 per cent over 
the nests found on the same area last vear. Near 
Carson Citv, Nev., 8 cinnamon teal. 12 shovellers, 
and 6 buffle-heads, were observed (E.C.D.M.). Can- 


On sample plots (which com- 


vas-backs were reported nesting at Swan Lake in 
southern Idaho by Bruce K. Norris. 

Cranes, rails, and coots—Vwo sandhill cranes 
were observed, July 4, at Grassy Lake in Targhee 
Nat'l Forest, Wvyo., by Oliver K. Scott. Two Vir- 
vinia rails were noted, June 4, near Minden, Nev. 
(E.C.D.M.). Russel H. Pray reported a Virginia 
rail, June 24, near Bieber, Lassen Co., Calif. The 
coot reached a population of 67,000 on Aug. 15, 
at BRR, and was present at other areas in thei 
usual numbers. 

Shorebirds and gulls.—A new record for the inter- 
mountain region is reported by C. W. Lockerbie; 
a black oyster-catcher, in company with willets, 
was observed, Aug. 5, at Farmington Bay Refuge, 
Utah. Killdeers were common nesters at Alamosa, 
Colo. (Armagast) , near Logan, Utah (J.S.S.) , Shel- 
don Refuge, Cedarville, Calif. (J.E.S.), Mesa Verde 
Nat'l Park (Watson), and at BRR. Avocets, kill- 
deers, long-billed curlews, and black-necked stilts 
nested in their usual numbers throughout most of 
the region. Lockerbie reported the long-billed 
curlew, solitary sandpiper, willet, knot, western 
sandpiper, least sandpiper, pectoral sandpiper, avo- 
cet, and Wilson’s phalarope, nesting near Salt Lake 
City. A nesting survey at Bear River Refuge re- 
vealed 3300 California gull nests, 514 avocet nests, 
gt black-necked stilt nests, and 35 Caspian tern 
nests. 

Hawks.—Schwartz reported that the marsh hawk, 
ferruginous hawk, and prairie falcon nested at the 
Sheldon Refuge, Cedarville, Calif.; also turkey vul- 
ture, red-tailed hawk, Swainson’s hawk and golden 





eagle were resident through the period. Schwartz 
noted that hawks and owls were more numerous 
this year, and attributes this partly to the increased 
rodent population. An estimated 50 sharp-shinned 
hawks and 25 Cooper’s hawks were observed early 
in August at Ruby Lake Refuge, Ruby Valley, Nev., 
by Baine H. Cater. Ferruginous hawk nests have 
decreased near Casper, Wyo. (O.K.S.). Red-tailed 
hawks and sparrow hawks were frequently seen near 
Alamosa, Colo. (Armagast). On Aug. 15, 12 marsh 
hawks, 2 turkey vultures, 1 golden eagle and 1 
prairie falcon were observed at BRR. 

Owls.—Short-eared owls and horned owls were 
reported as resident through the period at Sheldon 
Refuge, Nev. (J.E.S.). A horned owl was observed, 
June 12, in Fandango Pass, Modoc Co.. Calif., and 
a common screech owl observed, June 13, near 
Likely, Modoc Co., Calif. (R.H.P.). At BRR a peak 
of 15 short-eared owls was observed, July 11; one 
short-eared owl nested on the main dike within 
three feet of the roadway and raised her young 
successfully. 

Hummingbirds.—A calliope hummingbird on nest 
(one egg hatched) was observed, Julv 31, near Salt 
Lake City (C.W.L.). Broad-tailed hummingbirds 
were common near Alamosa, Colo. (Armagast) . 
Rufous and calliope hummingbirds, nesting, were 
observed at Grass Lake and Hope Valley, Alpine 
Co., Calif., July 16 (F.G.E.). A black-chinned hum- 
mingbird built a nest in a porch swing in Minden, 
Nev., where the young were raised successfully. 

Kingfishers and wood peckers—Red-shafted flick- 
ers were reported at Sheldon Refuge, Nev. (J.E.S.) ; 
near Carson City, Nev., where broods were observed 
(E.C.D.M.) ; near Alamosa, Colo., where nests were 
observed (Armagast). Near Salt Lake City one 
was seen on its nest, June 10, by Lockerbie who also 
reported a hairy woodpecker in nest at Big Mt., 
Summit Co., Utah. Near Logan, they were common 
through June (J.S.S.). Lewis’s woodpecker was a 
common nester near Carson City, Nev. (E.C.D.M.). 
Yellow-bellied sapsuckers are common in the moun- 
tains near Alamosa, Colo. (Armagast) . 

Passerine birds.—Yhree ash-throated flycatchers 
were observed, June 27, near Lookout, Modoc Co., 
Calif. (Pray), and Watson reports several at Mesa 
Verde Nat'l Park, Colo., during the period. Barn 
and cliff swallows were common through all north- 
ern counties of Nevada, and rough-winged swal- 
lows were seen in Elko and Churchill Counties, 
Nev. (F.G.E.). Violet-green, barn, and cliff swal- 
lows were common nesters near Alamosa, Colo. 


(Armagast) . At Bear River Refuge 1800 barn 
swallows and 1200 cliff swallows nested on the 
area. Armagast observed a number of black- 


throated gray warblers cast of Dike Mountain and 
LaVeta Pass, Colo., where two nests were noted, 
on June 11, an apparent eastward extension of 
range. On Aug. 15 there were 1500 yellow-headed 
blackbirds and 4oo red-wings at BRR. A pair of 
gray-crowned rosy finches was observed, June 26, 
at Crater Lake, Ore. (R.H.P.). Oliver K. Scott re- 
ported that the lark bunting is becoming steadily 
more abundant in central Wyoming.—VAnez T. 


WiLson, AND Ross H. Nork, Bear River Migratory 
Bird Refuge, Brigham, Utah. 


SOUTHWEST REGION. — Weather conditions 
have been approximately normal, with the follow- 
ing exceptions: In the New Mexico and ‘Texas areas, 
a hot June fol- 
lowed by a cooler 
than usual = July 
and August, with 
rainfall below nor 
mal; unusual June 
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Arizona; and a hot 
July and cool first 
half of August in 
south-central and western Arizona, with subnormal 
rainfall. 

Grebes to cormorants.—Several pied-billed grebe 
nests were found on the Bosque del Apache Nat'l. 
Wildlife Refuge, N. Mex. (R. Fleetwood). A white 
pelican was present at the Taylor, Ariz., reservoir, 
June 7 to 8 (L. Levine) , and the species was com- 
mon at Mittry Lake near Yuma, Ariz., July 18 
(W. Pulich). Very few if any double-crested cor- 
morants are left at the Lakeside, Ariz., colony 
(L.L.). About 4yo young cormorants were pro- 
duced in 6 colonies on Havasu L. Nat'l. Wildlife 
Refuge, mainly in those colonies in the ‘Topock, 
\riz., vicinity (Monson). 


MEXICO 

















Herons.—About 120 young great blue herons 
were produced in Havasu Lake Refuge heronries 
this year (M.), plus 68 young Am. egrets. The 
refuge colony of snowy egrets, near ‘Topock, con- 
tained gi nests holding 148 young on June 8; the 
number of young had dwindled to 58 on June 24, 
when most of them were two-thirds grown, in- 
dicating a high mortality. About 20 snowy egret 
nests at the Country Club heronry at El Paso, ‘Tex., 
were hatching on June 10 (L. McBee). ‘Two black- 
crowned night herons about one-third grown were 
seen at their nest near Topock, June 8 (M.). A 
young Am, bittern was found and banded on the 
Bosque Refuge. July 15, the first definite nesting 
record for N. Mex. (R.F.). Two least bittern nests 
were found on the Bosque Refuge, July 1 and 17, 
which are also first definite nesting records for the 
state (R.F.). Four glossy ibis were present in the 
Bill Williams Delta, Ariz., on the Havasu Lake 
Refuge, June 17 (M.), while 22 were present 
throughout the period on the Bosque Refuge. 

Waterfowl.—A snow goose straggler was seen at 
the Bosque Refuge, June 15 and 17 (R.F.). Three 
broods of newly-hatched gadwalls were found near 
TFopock, June 24; these are the first breeding rec- 
ords for this duck in the lower Colorado River 
Valley (M.). Pintails were noted at the Joseph 
City, Ariz., reservoir, July 2 (A. Phillips). A male 
blue-winged teal was seen at Snowflake, Ariz., July 
10 (L.L.). A cinnamon teal nest containing 10 
teal eggs and 1 Gambel’s quail egg was found on 
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the Bosque Refuge, June 1; all eggs hatched suc- 
cessfully (R.F.). Redheads were present at Joseph 
City, July 2 (A.P.). Two male lesser scaup ducks 
were seen at Topock, June 8 (M.). A late flock 
of red-breasted mergansers (1 male, 7 females) was 
still present near Topock, June 24 (M.). 

Hawks.—-A goshawk nest 
August in Kanabownits Canyon, Grand Canyon 
Nat'l. Park, Ariz. (H. Bryant). Two young 
Cooper's hawks still being fed by parents were seen 
in Madera Canyon of the Santa Rita Mts., Ariz., 
Aug. 26 (A.P.). A Swainson’s hawk was seen over 
the desert north of Vidal Jct., Calif., June 7 (M.). 
One young was still in its nest southeast of ‘Tuc- 
son, Ariz., July go (A.P.). A Harris’s hawk was 
observed on the Santa Rita Range Reserve, Ariz., 
July 21 (W.P.).) A marsh hawk noted at 
Joseph City, July 2 (A.P.). A peregrine falcon was 
seen near Arlington, Ariz., July 16° (W.P.), and 
three juveniles not long out of the nest were ob- 
served on Havasu Lake Refuge, June 17 (M). 

Gallinaceous — birds. blue grouse with 
young were seen by visitors along roads on the 
North Rim of the Grand Canyon (H.B.). An un- 
usually good summer hatch of Gambel’s quail ap- 
pears to have taken place over much of southern 
Arizona and in the Rio Grande valley. They are 
more plentiful in the Parker area than they have 
been for several years (M.). Quail numbers were 
much reduced in southern Arizona the previous 3 
or 4 summers. 

Rails and gallinules—Two sora nests were found 
on the Bosque Refuge; one on July 15 (W. Col- 
lins) , another July 22 (R.F.). Young Florida galli- 
nules were two-thirds grown on the Bosque Refuge 
by June 24 (R.F.). 

Shorebirds—A very late spotted sandpiper was 
noted near Needles, Calif., June 16 (M.). There 
were 3 or 4 nesting pairs at the Snowflake reser- 
voir; a pair with 1 young was seen July 6 and 10 


was located in early 


was 


Several 


(L.L.). At least 5 pairs nested on the Bosque 
Refuge, young appearing in early June (R.F.). 
Two avocet nests and 2 black-necked stilt nests 


were found, June g, on the Bosque Refuge (R.F.). 


Doves through kingfishers—At Mountain Park 
above Alamogordo, N. Mex., orchardists com- 


plained that 100 or more band-tailed pigeons were 
damaging the cherry crop in July (L.M.). Very 
few band-tails have been noted in Grand Canyon 
Park (H.B.). One was seen along the Bush High- 
way, near Roosevelt Dam, Ariz., July 27 (W.P.). 
Mourning doves have been relatively numerous as 
nesting birds at Grand Canyon (H.B.). Yellow- 
billed cuckoos were feeding young at El Paso, Aug. 
7 (G. Burrows). A brood of 4 pygmy owls was ob- 
served in Water Canyon, Magdalena Mts., N. Mex., 
June 26 (R.F.). A burrowing owl was seen at 
Somerton, July 17 (W.P.). The nighthawk was 
first noted at Flagstaff, Ariz, June 4 (A.P.). A 
white-throated swift was seen in the northern part 
of the Kofa Mts., Ariz., July 14 (A. Halloran). A 
pair of black-chinned hummingbirds nested at 
Snowflake; the young hatched, July 11, and left 
the nest on Aug. 4 (L.L.). 
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Cotingas and flycatchers—Young Xantus’s becards 
were reared again in the species’ Arizona range 
(A.P.). Young of Mexican kingbirds were found 
both leaving and ready to leave the nest at Tucson, 
Aug. 21 (A.P.). Say’s phoebe numbers were much 
reduced at Snowflake, possibly due to a community 
fly-spraying campaign (L.L.). Western wood 
pewees were again almost entirely absent on the 
South Rim of the Grand Canyon (H.B.). 

Swallows.—Extraordinarily early returning tree 
swallow migrants were seen near Topock, June 24 
(flock of 27) (M.). The first post-nesting flock 
of rough-winged swallows on Havasu Lake was seen 
at Needles Landing, June g (M.). Adult purple 
martins were feeding stub-tailed juveniles just out 
of the nest at Tucson, Aug. 22 (A.P.). 

Titmice through waxwings.—Dippers were ob- 
served at Paradise Park in the White Mts., Ariz., 
July 13 to 15 (L.L.). One was seen near Ruidoso, 
in the Sacramento Mts., N. Mex., July 25 (R. 
Allen, L.M.). House and rock wrens were utterly 
absent at Flagstaff (A.P.); the latter species nested 
almost commonly in suitable areas on Havasu Lake 
Refuge and in adjacent territory (M.). A crissal 
thrasher nest with 2 eggs was found near San 
Xavier Mission, Ariz., July 21 (W.P.). A cedar 
waxwing was seen in the Moapa Valley near Over- 
ton, Nev., June 4 (W.P.), and one was found at 
Flagstaff, June 6 (A.P.). Phainopeplas stayed un- 
usually late in the Havasu Lake area, as exempli- 
fied by the following records: flock of 7 at Needles 
Landing, June 19; 3 near Parker Dam, Calif., June 
22; 4 east of Vidal Jct., and 1 male at Needles 
Landing, June 28 (M.). 

Blackbirds and tanagers.—The western meadow- 
lark has again replaced the eastern in range north 
of Williams, Ariz. (M. Wetherill). The eastern 
was the only form there in 1938 (L. Hargrave. 
M.W.). At Benson, Ariz., a young red-eyed cow: 
bird was raised with 3 Bullock’s orioles, all leaving 
the nest in mid-July (L.H.). A female hooded 
oriole was still feeding a full-grown young red- 
eyed cowbird at Tucson, Aug. 14 to 20; the same 
female was feeding another young cowbird that 
left the nest, Aug. 21 (A.P.). A flock of 15 Brewer's 
blackbirds, both adult and immatures, was seen at 
Salt Flats 100 miles east of El Paso, July 15 (Mr. 
& Mrs. W. Ross). The brown-headed cowbird was 
observed most of June at Flagstaff, where it is rare; 
young of this species of cowbird were still being 
fed by plumbeous gnatcatchers at Tucson, Aug. 22 
(A.P.). The hepatic tanager is now apparently 
very rare throughout all of northern Arizona, ex- 
cept the Hualpai Mts.; young on the wing were 
being fed by the female parent in the Santa Cata- 
lina Mts., Ariz., Aug. 19 (A.P.). 

Finches—A male cardinal was still feeding a 
young male which was rapidly turning red at Tuc- 
son, Aug. 25 (A.P.). The first local record of blue 
grosbeak at Flagstaff was obtained, June 22 (A.P.). 
A painted bunting nest with 1 egg was found at 
Ascarate Park, El Paso, July 17 (J. & F. Camp, 
L.M.). Bob-tailed young evening grosbeaks were 
found twice calling for food, July 15 to 20, at 





Grand Canyon Village (H.B.). Brown towhees 
had small young in the nest in the lower Santa 
Catalina Mts., Aug. 19 (A.P.).—GALE Monson, 
Havasu Lake Nat'l. Wildlife Refuge, Parker, Ariz. 


NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION. — The 
weather was fairly uniform throughout, more un- 
settled in the north, with overcast mornings and 





pees. warm afternoons. 
Rainfall, in general, was far 
below normal. The last 


part of June saw a few days 
of low temperatures. 
Loons, herons. — Two 
common loons, with young 
apparently fully feathered, 
were seen on Sportsmans 
Lake, San Juan Is., July 
21 (McMannama). Great 
blue herons were making a 
comeback at Comox; 18 
counted compared — favor- 
ably with past years, while 
at Tahsis, northwest coast 
of Vancouver Is., only 1 
bird was seen, except for 2 in late July. A pair 
and 2 voung green herons were seen in the Univer- 
sity swamp, Seattle, June go and thereafter (Hig- 




















man). It seems reasonable to assume the birds 
nested. 
Ducks.—Ducks, in general, had a poor nesting 


season at Comox. Although it started out well, the 
young were soon reduced to very small numbers. 
First pintails arrived at Comox, June go (Pearse) . 
A mallard, with young, was seen at Medina, Wash., 
July 10 (Hagenstein). Two blue-winged teal at 
Sportsmans Lake, Aug. 14, are a first record fox 
the Islands (Goodge). Half-grown young were seen 
at Comox, July 22, and the wood duck nested again. 
Two broods were seen (Pearse). A wood duck was 
nesting in a bird house at Maple Falls, 50 miles 
east of Bellingham, Wash., July 17 (E. J. Sawyer) . 
The first migrant male harlequin ducks came back 
to Comox, June 1; they were present in numbers 
on June 21, when migrant male surf scoters came 
in (Pearse). A male ruddy duck on Sportsmans 
Lake, July 21, is a first for the Islands (McMan- 
nama). One adult Am. merganser and 6 young 
were seen at Tahsis, July 20 (Mitchell) . 

Hawks, grouse.—Bald eagles nested at Comox; 8 
were seen at one time. Ospreys also nested. Other 
predators were very scarce (Pearse). Blue and 
ruffed grouse appeared scarce at Comox, and did 
not seem to follow up their increase in early spring 
by showing broods. One brood of blue grouse, 
about 10 days old, was seen June 21 (Pearse). 

Rails, coots.—Virginia and sora rails have taken 
up residence in the south Seattle industrial section, 
where ponds have become marshes within the past 
year. Two young soras were seen, Aug. 12 (Can- 
non). About 100 Am. coots at Sportsmans Lake, 
July 21, was a first record for the Islands. ‘Two 
downy young and 1 immature were seen, Aug. 14 
(McMannama, Goodge) . 


Shorebirds—At Comox, shorebirds have shown 
up well, so far; 26 semipalmated plovers, Aug. 2; 
black-bellied plovers, July 15; ruddy and_ black 
turnstones, Aug. 2; 19 spotted sandpipers, July 15; 
10 lesser yellow-legs, 1 juvenal pectoral (early), 1 
Baird’s, and a large flock of western sandpipers, 
Aug. 11. Some dowitchers may have spent the sum- 
mer, as 1 was recorded, June 20, and 6, July 22 
(Pearse). A spotted sandpiper, with 3 downy 
chicks, was seen near the Stillaguamish River, 
Snohomish Co., Wash., July 4 (Clark). In the San 
Juan Islands, 2 black oyster-catchers were on Lopez 
Is. (formerly reported absent for a number of 
vears); 4 semipalmated plovers on San Juan Is., 
July 21 (rare); surf-birds on Hall Is., July 21 (rare 
away from ocean beaches); a few spotted sand- 
pipers, San Juan Is., July 21; black turnstones, Gull 
Rock, July 15; 3 least sandpipers, July 10. On July 
21, the leasts were not as common as western sand- 
pipers, but a number were mixed with 100 to 200 
western. At Vancouver, Wash., greater yellow-legs, 
least and western sandpipers, dowitchers, were seen, 
July 3; semipalmated plovers, July 24 (Bartlett). 

Gulls.—Glaucous-winged gulls have started to 
nest in the Seattle-Tacoma area (unusual); 5 nests 
were examined on the Puyallup River delta, June 
29, 3 with 3 eggs each, 2 with young about 10 days 
old (Alcorn); and 1 nest with 2 half-grown young 
on piling in Salmon Bay, Seattle, Aug. 15 (Goodge) . 
An unusually large number of gulls, mainly ju- 
venals, were around Comox in June and July, 
especially short-billed and California (the latter 
more plentiful than usual), with an occasional her- 
ring gull. California gulls were first seen in the 
San Juan Islands, July 6; 1st juvenals, July 13 
(McM.). Two of this species were at Seattle, July 
12 (early) (Goodge). A pair of second year short- 
billed gulls was seen at Lopez Is., July 20, and the 
first adult Heermann’s gull was seen at San Juan 
Is.. June 28; fairly common from July 3 to 9 
(McM.). Several were at Victoria, B. C., July 4 
(Clark). Of special interest was 1 black tern at a 
swamp in Benton Co., Oreg., June 11 (Evenden). 

Murrelets, pigeons, swifts—Marbled murrelets 
were carrving food for young at Comox, July 15 
(Pearse) . Band-tailed pigeons were still very 
scarce at Comox. At Tahsis, 6 arrived during the 
second week in May, and increased to 150+ by the 
end of the period (Mitchell). About 50 black 
swifts circled over southwest Seattle for an hou 
in the evening, June 24 (Cannon). 

Kingfishers, wood peckers.—Individual kingfishers 
appeared in old haunts at Comox. The depleted 
population must have had a good nesting season 
(Pearse). Only 1 pair was seen at Tahsis. Wood- 
peckers continued to be scarce at Comox. Miss 
Cannon reported fewer flickers in the Seattle area. 
One adult and 1 young hairy, and 2 downy wood- 
peckers were noted on San Juan Is., Aug. 14 
(neither common) (Goodge) . 

Flycatchers and swallows.—Of interest was the 
return of 3 pairs of eastern kingbirds to nest at 
Vancouver, Wash. (McNab). Two nests were re- 
ported from Comox, the first for some years 
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(Pearse). ‘Traill’s (little) ‘flycatcher was feeding 
young at Medina, Aug. 13 (Hagenstein), and 2 
pairs nested twice in southwest Seattle (Cannon). 
At Comox, all flycatchers were average, except the 
olive-sided, which. seemed to have disappeared 
where it used to be seen every year. Violet-green 
swallows were awing at Comox, July 15 (Pearse). 
Rough-winged swallows were nesting at Medina, 
July 4 (Hagenstein). Four pairs were nesting in a 
small clay bank on Bainbridge Is., July 17, with 6 
pairs of pigeon guillemots and 1 pair of kingfishers, 
a large population for such a small area (Goodge) . 
Cliff swallows were out of the nest at Lopez Is., 
June 26 (McM.). 

Jays, ravens.—Of interest is the appearance of the 
Canada jay at Carson, 50 miles east of Vancouver, 
Wash., almost at sea level (McNab). Four ravens 
were seen on San Juan Is., July 21 (not common) 
(McM.). 

Chickadees through wrens.—Garrett Eddy re- 
ported a very successful breeding season for small 
land birds in the Seattle area. Many residents 
nested twice, and often three times. The scarcity 
of small residents continued at Comox. Nuthatches 
and wrens were scarce, while chickadees, scarce the 
past 2 to 3 years, showed an increase (Pearse). 
Larger flocks of chickadees seemed to be the rule in 
Seattle; over one-fourth of all nests found by Miss 
Cannon were those of chickadees. Black-capped 
(Oregon) chickadees were feeding young at Me- 
dina, Aug. 11 (Hagenstein). Bush-tits in Seattle 
seemed fewer (Cannon), and were beginning to 
flock, July 13 (Goodge). One adult and 2 juvenal 
dippers were seen at Tahsis, Aug. 3 (Mitchell) . 

Thrushes, waxwings.—Robins nested the second 
time at Medina, July 13 (Hagenstein). In south- 
west Seattle, 1 was building second nest, June 24 
(Cannon) , and spotted young were out of the nest 
the last of the period (Goodge). Russet-backed 
thrushes were far below the numbers of 1948 at 
Comox; they were abundant on Bainbridge Is., 
June 17. Only 1 pair of western bluebirds (decreas- 
ing for years) was known to nest at Comox. Three 
pairs were seen at Enumclaw, King Co., Wash., July 
19 (Hagenstein). Golden-crowned kinglets and 
cedar waxwings were scarce at Comox (Pearse). 
Two cedar waxwings were flycatching over the Uni- 
versity swamp, Seattle, July 12 (Goodge) . 

Warblers—The number of warblers at Comox 
was average; Audubon’s were on the wing, July 19 
(Pearse). They were feeding young at Medina, 
July 9; only 1 orange-crowned warbler, ordinarily 
common, was seen, Aug. 15; black-throated gray 
were feeding young, July 22 (Hagenstein). Biack- 
capped (pileolated) warblers were breeding in Ma- 
drona Park, Seattle (not common), and were abun- 
dant at Bainbridge Is., June 17 (Goodge) . 

Blackbirds, tanagers—At Comox, red-winged 
blackbirds were nearly ready to fly, June go (possi- 
bly second broods) , and Brewer’s were awing, June 
1 (Pearse). Western tanagers were nesting at Me- 
dina, July 3 (Hagenstein) . 

Finches and sparrows.—A black-headed grosbeak 
was laying eggs in southwest Seattle, June 1 (Can- 
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non), and 1 male’ was seen in University swamp, 
July 12 (Goodge). Never common at Comox, only 
1 was recorded (Pearse) . Of interest was the obser- 
vation of evening grosbeaks at Carson, Wash. 
(McNab). With a good crop of cones, red cross- 
bills returned to the Comox area; spotted towhees 
were scarce (Pearse). Miss Cannon reported that 
one spotted towhee, with a white patch on the 
head, brought young to her feeding tray in Seattle 
on May 17, June 24, and July 26. Chipping spar- 
rows were feeding young at Medina, July 26 (Hag- 
enstein). Of interest was the appearance of fox 
sparrows, apparently summering on a small rocky 
islet in the San Juan group, July 23 (McM.). 
Young song sparrows were seen at Medina, July 25 
(Hagenstein). ‘The species was scarce at Comox. 
Both fox and song sparrows were scarce at Tahsis.— 
MarTHA R. FLAHAutT, Washington State Museum, 
University of Washington, Seattle 5, Wash. 


MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST REGION.—Through 
the current nesting season northern California has 
had normal summer weather with no extremes of 
temperature and 
no severe storms. 
There were gen- 
erally heavy fogs 
along the shore, 
and warm, clear 
days inland. A 
brief period of 
heat after mid- 
July terminated 
most of the bird 
nesting and _ the 
transient land 
birds left the less 
favorable sites. 

As usual the 
late season de- 
layed the start of 
nesting and there 
were few second 
broods. Recovery from effects of recent dry years 
was meager and insect food remains scarce. In the 
summer following the severe winter, some _ birds 
(hummingbirds and bush-tits) made some recovery 
in numbers. Some (California woodpecker) _ re- 
turned to haunts they had left. Others (black 
phoebe and goldfinches) left sites they usually in- 
habit the year around. Some (swallows and fly- 
catchers) remained scarce and did not nest in some 
areas they usually inhabit. Prospects are good for 
a heavy crop of mast and wild fruit for whatever 
birds remain or come in the fall. 

Water birds—Horned grebe, Elkhorn Slough, 2 
adults on July 4 (Cogswell); pied-billed grebe, 
Monterey, adults with downy young, June 26 and 
July 13 (C.); black-footed albatross, 6 and 12 
miles off Point Pinos, 14 on July 20 (C.); fulmar, 
Monterey Bay, about 100 on July 20 (C.); pink- 
footed shearwater, 4 to 8 miles west of Point 
Pinos, g on July 20 (C.); gray-backed shearwater, 



































north side Point Pinos, 1 on July 4 and 6 (C.); 
sooty shearwater, Monterey area, on many days 
frem June 19 to July 31, as many as 800 counted 
in 5 minutes in the evening of July 26 and as 
many as 6000 in an hour on that day, usually fly- 
ing southwest (C.); black-vented shearwater, near 
Point Pinos, at least 3 on July 4 and 4 on July 6 
(C.); white pelican, mouth of Salinas River, about 
4o on July 24 (Andersons), Albany, 15 sailing west 
on Aug. 7 (C.); brown pelican, Point Lobos, about 
zoo on July 17, none distinguished as young of the 
vear, fewer in Monterey area at end of July than 
in June (C.); Brandt’s cormorant, Point Lobos, 
5,000 on July 17, counting large young, some still 
fed by parents (C.). 

Shorebirds.—Coot, Monterey, small red-headed 
young on June 26, young half grown, apparently 
independent on July g1 (Cogswell); black oyster- 
catcher, Point Lobos, 15 to 20, including 6 in close 
flock flying and calling constantly, July 17 (C.); 
black-bellied plover, Bay Farm Island, g5 on Aug. 
1, highest number (Kelly); snowy plover, mouth 
of Salinas River, pair with downy young on June 
26 (C.); marbled godwit, Elkhorn Slough, go on 
June 19 (Andersons), Bay Farm Island, goo on 
Aug. 1 (K.); spotted sandpiper, Arroyo Seco, 1 on 
July 3 (A.), Pacific Grove, 1 on July 26 (C); 
willet, Bay Farm Island, 152 on July 3, 203 on July 
21 (K.), Elkhorn Slough, 150 on July 4 and 24 
(C.); wandering tattler, Monterey Peninsula, 1 on 
July 17 (C); surf-bird, Pacific Grove, 5 on July 
25, 4 on July 28 (C.); ruddy turnstone, Elkhorn 
Slough, July 24 (C.); sanderling, Elkhorn Slough, 
3 on July 21 (C.); western sandpiper, Bay Farm 
Island, increasing from goo on July g to 8500 on 
July 24 and 5200 on Aug. 1 (K.); least sandpiper, 
Bay Farm Island, 6 on July 24 (K.), Elkhorn 
Slough, 70 on July 24 (C); Baird’s sandpiper, Elk- 
horn Slough, 5 on July 21, 1 on July 24, lagoon 
near mouth of Salinas River, 50 on July 27 (C.); 
avocet, Bay Farm Island, largest number 76 on 
July 27 (K.), lagoon near mouth of Salinas River, 
100 adults and at least 5 young on June 26 (C.); 
northern phalarope, Bay Farm Island, 6 on July 5, 
60 on July 24 (K.). 

Gulls, terns, and alcids—Heermann’s gull, Mon- 
terey area, increased from 100 on June 26 to 200 
adults on July 3 plus young birds that arrived in 
mid-July (Cogswell); California gull, Elkhorn 
Slough, about 200 on July 24 (C.); western gull, 
Point Lobos, about 300 and many two-thirds grown 
young, July 17 (C.); glaucous-winged gull, Pacific 
Grove and Elkhorn Slough, a few worn-plumaged 
immature birds to mid-July (C.); Bonaparte’s gull, 
Alameda, 5 on July 31 (Kelly); Caspian tern, Moss 
Landing, 36 on July 31 (Andersons) ; Forster’s tern, 
Bay Farm Island, largest number 100 on July 2: 
(K.), lagoon near mouth of Salinas River, 250 
adults in nesting colony, June 26 (C.); least tern, 
Moss Landing, 7 on June 26 and a few on July 31 
(A.); pigeon guillemot, Point Reyes, feeding young 
on June 19, Land’s End, San Francisco, nest with 
2 young on July 17 (K.), Point Pinos, 17 on July 
26 (C.); Xantus’s murrelet, off Point Aulon, Pa- 


cific Grove, 1 on July 28, 2 on July gi (C.) ; Cassin’s 
auklet, Cypress Point, 1 on July 17, 9 miles west of 
Point Pinos, 2 on July 20 (C.). 

Non-passerine land birds.—Mourning dove, Oak- 
land and adjacent hills, more common than in re- 
cent years (Seibert), Corral de Tierra, more than 
100 in a flock on July 24 (Andersons) ; Anna’s hum- 
mingbird, generally continued scarce until after 
mid-June when broods of young began to fly; ru- 
fous hummingbird, Pebble Beach, male on July 
17 (Cogswell) ; Allen’s hummingbird, Pebble Beach, 
adult male on July 17 (C.); pileated woodpecker, 
Lokoya Lodge, Napa Co., pair feeding 2 young 
about to leave nest on June g (Pray), young left 
this nest on June 13 (Kelly); downy woodpecker, 
Pleasant Valley, Yolo Co., pair feeding 2 young 
out of nest on June 1 (K. and P.). 

Passerine birds.—Western kingbird, south of Wil- 
liams, Colusa Co., abundant, adult feeding fledged 
young, Aug. 2 (Pray); olive-sided flycatcher, near 
Chester, Plumas Co., pair feeding young out of 
nest, Aug. 3 (P.); bank swallow, near Moss Land- 
ing, colony larger than last year, June (Andersons) , 
40 adults flying about the 200 holes, July 3 (Cogs- 
well) , few birds remaining on July 24 (A.) ; rough- 
winged swallow, Jewel Lake, Tilden Park, parents 
feeding young on July 22 (Kelly); barn swallow, 
Salinas, nest started July 6, completed July g, female 
incubating, July 14 (A.) ; cliff swallow, Life Sciences 
Building, Berkeley, few adults still feeding young 
in nests on Aug. 6 (C.); California jay, Berkeley, 1 
young just out of nest on July 22 (P.); crow, Point 
Aulon, Pacific Grove, adults feeding young through 
late June and July (C.) ; chestnut-backed chickadee, 
hills back of Oakland and Berkeley, fairly common 
where none a few years ago (Seibert), Elkhorn 
Slough, several heard regularly in isolated stand of 
cypresses and eucalyptus in July (C); phainopepla, 
Putah Creek west of Winters, pair on June 1, 
Pleasant Valley, Solano Co., pair on June 1 (P.); 
yellow warbler, Arroyo Seco, female feeding young 
cowbird, and male singing on July 3 (A.); Audu- 
bon’s warbler, Lokoya, Napa Co., June g (P.); 
hooded oriole, Oakland, pair feeding 3 young in 
nest on June 19 (Brock); Bullock’s oriole, Soquel, 
parent feeding 2 young out of nest on July 19 
(Richardson) , Robles del Rio, pair feeding young 
in nest in tree over paved road on July 10 (C.); 
cowbird, 5 miles north of Moss Landing, at least 3 
on July 3, Seaside, 1 heard twice in early July 
(C.); western tanager, Dimond Canyon, first week 
in July, probably nested (S.), Alameda, 2 on July 
31 (K.), El Estero, Monterey, male on July 4 (A.); 
lazuli bunting, hill back of Carmel, female and 2 
young came for water to a site where not previously 
seen, July 18 and 1g (Angwins); pine grosbeak, 
near Sugar Bowl Lodge, Placer Co., at least 3 on 
Aug. 4 (C.); gray-crowned rosy finch, Hat Lake, 
Lassen National Park, a male in this new locality 
on June 2g (P.); American goldfinch, Stinson 
Beach, common on July 20 (P.); Savannah spar- 
row, Point Joe, 1 singing on June 26; mouth of 
Salinas River, 20, several carrying food, June 26; 
near old mouth of Elkhorn Slough, 10 on June 30, 
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1 carrying food, these birds disappeared before end 
of July (C.).—JEAN M. Linspae, Hastings Reser- 
vation, Jamesburg Route, Robles del Rio, Calif. 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION. — 
Climatic conditions in southern California during 
the nesting season were relatively mild insofar as 
high 
tures 


tempera 
were con- 
cerned. The 
usual lack of 
sufficient — rain- 
fall resulted in 
another season 
of extreme fire 
hazard, how- 
ever, which 
marked 
eral 





was 
by sev- 
severe fires 
with damage to 
bird in 
certain areas. 
No appreciable 
fluctuation was noted in the nesting activities of 
local birdlife other than a few instances reported 
by field observers. 

Water birds—Large numbers of black-footed al- 
batrosses were noted off San Clemente Island on 
July (Couffer). ‘I'wo fulvous tree ducks were 
seen at Playa del Rey on June 2 and 5 (Mall) and 
again on June go (Small). ‘Tree ducks increased 
to 5 at the same location on July (Small). One 
mallard, 4 green-winged teal, 1 cinnamon teal and 
15 pintail were at Playa Del Rey on Aug. 9 (Mall). 
‘Two female red-breasted mergansers were found at 
Playa del Rey on June g, and 10 snowy egrets at the 
same place on Aug. g (Mall). An adult Sabine’s 
gull was observed off Newport Beach on Aug. 4, 
and a crippled glaucous gull in second year plum- 
age, coming into adult plumage at Playa del Rey 
on Aug. 7 (Small). A decided increase of south- 
bound shorebirds was noted at Playa del Rey, with 
numbers increasing three-fold within the week be- 
tween July 5 and July (Small). Included in 
this arrival were large numbers of willet 
(600), marbled godwit (280), black-bellied plover 
(75), Hudsonian curlew (44), lesser and greater 
vellow-legs, and Wilson’s phalarope (Small). Small 
recorded 180+ Wilson’s phalaropes and 130+ 
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northern phalaropes at Playa del Rey on July go 
and Comby listed “hundreds” of northern phala- 
ropes in winter plumage at Upper Newport Bay 
on Aug. 13. On the same day, Comby observed a 
knot in winter plumage at Alamitos Bay. Approx- 
imately 45 black-necked stilts were noted at Bolsa 
Chica; many of these were young birds indicating 
the species evidently bred there this season (Small) . 
Six black terns, a ruddy turnstone and a surf-bird 
were seen at Playa del Rey on Aug. g (Small), 
and 7 black terns at Upper Newport Bay on Aug. 
1g (Comby). A snowy plover with 3 eggs was 
found at Malibu on June 5 (Mall). 

Hawks and owls—TYTwo white-tailed kites were 
noted at Playa del Rey on July 12 (Small). A pair 
of white-tailed kites was found carrying nesting 
material on Apr. 29 at the San Gabriel River Sanc- 
tuary; the nest was located on May 7 and 2 young 
out of nest were seen on July go (Stultz). Mall 
reported a red-shouldered hawk at Lake Wolford 
during June. A family of burrowing owls, with 5 
voung almost as large as parent birds, was found 
at Redondo Beach in July (Shuart). A’ spotted 
owl was discovered in an oak tree over the road at 
Valvermo on July 2 (Comby). 

Cuckoos, doves.—The yellow-billed cuckoo nested 
at San Gabriel River Sanctuary in June; 2 young 
were out of nest the last of July (Stultz). Mourn- 
ing doves and Chinese spotted doves nested suc- 
cessfully at the San Gabriel River Sanctuary this 
season (Stultz) . 

Passerine land birds.—A scissor-tailed flycatcher 
was observed flving near Playa del Rey on June 
20 (Mall). A phainopepla with nest was found 
in a pepper tree in Topanga Canyon on June 25 
(Greene). [he purple martin was seen regularly 
at Irvine Lake, and a single female at Playa del 
Rev on Aug. g (Mall). In Griffith Park an un- 
usually successful nesting season was reported for 
the purple finch, robin, black-headed grosbeak, 
western wood pewee, cowbird, russet-backed thrush, 
vellow and = orange-crowned warblers, and chats; 
while all orioles, vireos, western and ash-throated 
flvcatchers, black-chinned hummingbirds and 
phainopepla were below normal (Russell). A num- 
ber of western tanagers were seen in Los Angeles 
on Aug. 10 (Mall). A hooded oriole was. still 
feeding voung in the nest on Aug. 14 in San 
Diego (Groner) —KENNETH E. StaGerR, Los Angeles 
County Museum, Los Angeles 7, Calif. 
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